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24. Gladiator jug
 Pale green and dark green glass; blown, handle drawn and applied after the
 application of  enamelled/cold painted decoration.
 H. 26.1cm. Max D. 9cm.
 Exc. inv. no.31/420-D6-1/D/7/0/4
 Dakhleh, Ismant el-Kharab
 Roman Period (c. 4th Century C.E.)

This jug was found along with six other glass vessels as part of  two caches found against the 
north wall of  an enclosure that contains the remains of  the fourth century West Church and 
its annex at Ismant el-Kharab.  No association with any of  these structures could be proven.  
This painted jug is without doubt, one of  the most spectacular pieces of  glassware of  the 
Late Roman Period to have been found in Egypt.  It is decorated in enamelled technique 
with two scenes of  combatant gladiators, one encouraged to fi ght harder by a fi gure clad 
in a toga and wielding a stick.  The gladiators can be identifi ed as a retiarius (net thrower) 
and contra-retiarius by the equipment they use and their garments.  These are shown in such 
detail that there can be no doubt that the painter of  the vessel had either seen gladiatorial 
combat or was producing such items from pattern books as momentos for those who had 
attended the games.  To date, there is only evidence for the performance of  such combats in 
Alexandria, where a gladiatorial training school is known to have existed.  Therefore we can 
assume that the jug was manufactured in the capital – but the circumstances surrounding its 
arrival at Kellis, 1000 km distant, can only be the subject of  speculation.
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25. Head shaped bottle of a youth
 Pale green glass
 H. 19.8cm x max D. 9cm.
 Exc. inv. no.31/420-D6-1/D/7/0/3
 Dakhleh, Ismant el-Kharab
 Roman Period (c.4th Century C.E.)

This bottle is mould-made in two sections and luted together.  The face recalls that of  a 
child with short curly hair, a possible representation of  either Dionysus or Eros.  The head 
was mould blown and the lower part free blown.  It was found with string wound around the 
foot and the neck of  the vessel and contained a residue of  pine, cedar or fi r resin. 

26. Two handled fl agon with fl uted body
 Pale green and darker green glass
 H. 27.6cm. Max D. 14.1cm
 Exc. inv. no.31/420-D6-1/D/7/0/6
 Dakhleh, Ismant el-Kharab
 Roman Period (c.4th Century C.E.)

This fl agon was mould blown; the oblique striations across the body were produced by optic 
blowing.  Both handles were formed by the technique of  drawing out the hot glass then 
applying them to the vessel.  The string wound around the base of  the neck would have 
been attached to a stopper.  Of  the glass cache, it is possible that some of  the vessels were 
made at the site, although it is probable that the more elaborate pieces were imported.
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27. Double ring
 Gold, blue glass, clear glass
 D. various
 Cairo JE 98665
 Dakhleh, Ismant el-Kharab
 Roman Period (c.3rd century C.E.)

29. Ring
 Gold and green stone
 D. various
 Cairo JE 98662
 Dakhleh, Ismant el Kharab
 Roman Period (c.3rd century C.E.)

The rings on display were all found in a large classical-style tomb in the same western 
enclosure as that in which the glass vessels were discovered.  The subterranean chamber 
housed the bodies of  eleven individuals of  differing ages, elaborately wrapped in linen, and 
accompanied by some grave goods: a woven basket, some glass vessels, ceramic vessels, a 
pair of  miniature lead sandals, a child’s bed, a section from a wooden pulley and a board 
to which the bodies could have been attached when they were lowered into the tomb.  
Evidence indicates a date for their interment in the third century. 

The rings comprise one double ring with glass stones, one with a carnelian stone engraved 
with a detailed representation of  a coiffured female head and another with green stone 
preserving traces of  an engraved male head.  The latter has clearly seen considerable use 
while the former comprises a stone within a later setting.

30. Bronze statue of Hermes
 Bronze
 H. 15cm.
 Cairo JE 97633
 Dakhleh, Ismant el Kharab
 Roman Period (not later than the 4th Century C.E.)

Bronze fi gures are extremely scarce at this site.  So far only four have been discovered: one 
of  the goddess Tapshay (Tapsais), the consort of  Tutu, who was venerated in the Main 
Temple and who is represented in Egyptian form; another small unidentifi able fi gure; a 
female in classical style holding aloft a small vessel that may be part of  a larger composition; 
and this piece.  This statue is in the classical style and represents Hermes, the messenger of  
the gods, and illustrates the veneration of  Greek deities at the village.
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28. Ring
 Gold and carnelian
 D. various
 Cairo JE 98663
 Dakhleh, Ismant el Kharab
 Roman Period (c.3rd century C.E.)
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31. Fragmentary Stela of a priest of Seth named Igai
 Sandstone
 H. 56cm. W. 80cm. Th. 20.5cm.
 Cairo JE 52478
 Dakhleh, Mut el-Kharab
 Dynasties 22-23 (c.945-715 B.C.E.)

This sandstone block contains nine lines written in cursive hieroglyphs.  There would have 
been a relief  on the upper part of  the stela although this is missing, along with at least two 
lines from the beginning of  the text.  This stela provides important evidence for the cults 
of  the gods Seth and Igai in the oasis.  The owner was a “priest of  Seth of  the house of  
Igai”, suggesting the presence of  a hitherto unidentifi ed temple dedicated to Igai at Mut.  
Interestingly it indicates a strong connection between the cults of  Seth and Igai as both 
gods carry the title of  “Lord of  the Oasis.”  The cult of  Igai is mentioned in Old Kingdom 
sources from Balat, but there is no other mention of  the god in Dakhleh from later times 
except for this stela.  The cult of  Seth was centred on this temple in Mut, where blocks with 
relief  and inscriptions have been found dating to the reign of  Thutmosis III and later.  Seth 
continued to be the principal god of  Dakhleh into the Roman Period.
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