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Excavations at Mut ekharab were carried out between 8/1/2008 and 31/1/2008, funded by
Australians Studying Broad and Monash University. | would like to thank the officials of
the DakhleRhFarafra Inspectorateand the SCA representative, Kamal HusseirSaged
Ammar, for facilitating this work. The aim of the excavations were to continue the
exploration of thaemains of the Temple of Seth in the centre of theasitkits associated
buildings on the west, and to study further the large-bmak structures within the souttast
cornerof the temple temenodhe results of each of the exctiva areas are surmamzed
below; also provided ardiscussios of the newlydiscovered monumental inscriptidrom

Mut el-Kharaband short reviews dhe studies of artefacts from the pmws excavations.

A: The 2008 Excavations
I: The Main Temple Area(Figure 1)
Trench 29(excavator Dr Anna Stevens)

Trench 29 is situated north of a series of tren¢Be&5 17,24 and 27excavated in previous
seasons in which remains of brick structures built over the destroyed temple of Seth were
found, and adjacent to a largsquare mud-brick structureyet to be examinedrhe earlier
excavationslso revealed the lower courses of a nadhth, sandstone wall that may be the
eastern wall of the temple, a large wuitk platform built over a dump with large quantities

of 25th Dynasty ceramigwhich forms the foundation for extensions to the temple, and, at a
low level, strata with early Old Kingdom ceramiaad possible remains of aud-brick
structure.The aim of the excavation was to explore furthesstieaturesand to obtai more
information onthe destruction of the templi.was only possible to remove surface deposits

to the depth where the late structures wesreounteredThe late building has red miutick

walls, plastered on the interior, and once had a stone @ériate 1) This indicates that it

was of some importance; unfortunately, because of the disturbed nature of the deposits it is
not yet possible to date the building precisatgramics from the fill are of late Roman
through to Mamluk dateA substant@l deposit of smashed sandstone was foumdhe
western part of the trenah which traces of a mulrick wall emerged; thiswaitsfurther
excavation.

! The team comprised Associate Professor Colin A. Hope (director), Doatoes $tevens and Gillian Bowen,
Wendy Dolling, Emmeline Healey and Jasridilner (site supervisors), Bruce Parr and Jessica Weereratne
(draftspersons), Ahmed Abu Bakr (conservator) and James Gill (ceramicist).



Trench 32(excavator James Milner)

Trench 32 is positioned approximatelge metre south of Trench, excavated in 2001, and
aligned along the easteface of the mudbrick shrine, Trench 6, on the west of the temple
(Figure 2) The excavation area the trench is 7 metres nortlouh and 4 metres eastest;it

had been extensively plunderéithe man features revealed by the excavation are shown in
the plan on Figure 3a.

Shortly after the commencement of excavatioroaghly eastvest yellow mudbrick wall
was revealeatthe southedgeof the trenci{Context 8) aligned with the southern wall tfe
shrineto the westThe second feature to emerge was a small remnantiaofsatu sandsone
block pavemenin the northwest corner (Context 20 his includes 13 blocks that have been
smoothed to create a level surfa@dlate 2) Further blocks,presumably from the same
feature, were found throughout the area but wemlisturbed positiongOneblock from this
areais decoratedvith a relief ofthe head of malefecundity figurecoloured blugand may
possibly dateto the 20th Dynasty (Plate 3). To the east of the stone pavement was an
occupational surface sitting above a brick platfoiithe ceramics indicated that this floor
could possibly date to thettcentury CE The brick platform, or foundatiorgovers the
majority of the trenchThis structural feature is present across the temple area in Trenches 4,
16, 17, 24 and 27, but is often truncatgdrbbber$ pits. Similarly, there were four pits cut
through theplatform within this trenchTwo of these pits were cut down to a depth of Old
Kingdomoccupation

Inone oft he s e r o Inkihe sosithvespciorhes, a tncatedgrey-brick wall (Context
22) emerged which is possibly the oldest architectural featteeealed(Plate 4. Its bricks
measure on average 47 x 191X1® cm, and & thus considerably larger than those in the
higher walls,which are 36 x 22 x 12 cm.This wall is built directly upon aandy depsit;
ceramic evidence dates this strata to the Old Kingddma south wall in the trench (Context
8) is built overthiswall. A small part of the early wall was also revealed below a second east
west, yellow muebrick wall (Context 21) that occurs approximgtéh the middle of the
trench.Possibly associated with this section of the early wall is a sandstone(Blabt&?2).

On its west the yellow bricwall (Context 21)underlies the upper part of the west wall of the
Trench 6 shrindContexts 4 and 5 Trench 32, whichis built from red mud bricksThis
yellow wall was also cut by a robbérgit, which revealed that was built on a similar level

to the Old Kingdom depositto the south Further excavation into this pit and through
deposits of sandy loam with lenses of ash, ptedua large stone hammer t@rida small
amount of debitage fronflint working. All ceramics from this context date to the Old
Kingdom.

On the final day of excavationsame square metrextension was dug from the nostrest
corner of Trench 32The aim of this small extension was to define part of the doorway
between the main tempieea and the shrine® the westRubble fill was taken down to the
level of the stone pavemeio stone was preserved here but traces of gypsum mortar suggest
this area s once paved.



II: Area West of the Main Temple
Trench 30(excavator Dr Gillan Bowen)

Trench 30 is located to the west tbe structures on the immediate nodhthe Trench 6
shrine (Trenches 18, 21 and 25; FigureT3)is areawas chosen for excavation in order to
clarify the architectural development of sieduildingsand tleir relation to the shrineand to

try to establish their chronology and purpogke trench begins 1 metre south of the north
west corner of Trench 6 and continues north for a further diPesnit communicates directly
with Trench 25Mud-brick structues, visible on the surface, mark the western boundary of
Trench 25 and the eastern boundary of Trenchl'B@. area was covered by dense collapse
from substantial walls that had fallema northwesterly directionThis collapse covered the
entire trenb but was more extensive in the seatist than in the noriwest. Excavation was
confined to twaparts of the trenclonea 5.7 by5.5 mareain the north andhe othera 4.8 by

3.2 m areain the soutiFigure 4)

SouthExcavation Area

The soutlkern arawas divided by a norteouth wall Context18) that was vidile just below
surface scattelnitially excavationwas restrictedo the area west of this walDensemud

brick collapsefilled the areato a depth of 1.5 etres At the base of this coltse, two Y
sections from a sandstone columesse were encountered against the south bdatik.
remaining half of the column base was visible in the baulk; this could wefi bitu. The
columnbase is substantial with a diameter of 1.10 m and a hei@tt om; from the pecking

marks on the top of the two % sections it can be determined that the column would have had a
diameter of 50 cmThe columnbase sections were lying on a shallow deposit of rulpd

above a deposit of sandhis sand, which xended throughout the trench, contained
potsherds of the Old Kingdom, as well as worked ostrich egg shell, and is the same context
that was encountered bextle Trenches 6, 18, 21 and ZFhere were no structures in this
section of the test and the wdikat divided the north test was shown to be ahfgecourses

high and 1.5 retresin length; it does, however, continue south beyond ehé of the
excavation A lower grey mudbrick wall (Contexts31 and 121) was observed in the east
baulkat a depth ofbout 60 cm below the upper watlcontinuesto both the north and south
beyond the excavation areghe lower course®f this wall sit on the same general deposit as

the half olumnbase and the two malye contemporaryThis wall clearly represents a
different occupational phase from the upper wialvas decided to extend the excavation to

the east of the upper wall in order to test the extent of the lower wall and determine whether
any other structures from this occupational phase remairstl.

Removal of the collapse revealaderies of structurdsiilt above and tehe east of the lower

wall (Plate 5) These comprised the northern half of a circular featon{ext108), divided
north-south by a narrow, single brick wall; the southerti hes beyond the excavation area

The structure has a lalatick floor (Context 109)and an oil deposit coveredettiloor of the

eastern sectionThis was possibly a grain silld r obber sd pinortheasts cut
(Context77). Two bonded wallgContexts79 and 80), one brick wide, and at a 90% angle to

one another, are located to the neagttst ofthis pit and represents one corner of a late
structure The southern @l (Context79) appears to have been cut at its eastern end by a large
robber$pit dug in this regionOther features are locatémlthe westbut these require further



excavation before their extent, nature and function can be determinederamics éund

within and around these structurgsmprise almost exclusivelsmall offering bowls, which

are dated provisionallio the Late PeriodThree such caches were retrievétie only other

item found was a mud seéd.4 x 2.9 x 2.8)preserving twooval impressios in which a
winged sunods disc surnefermtekhpebpeh B¢ r imagt bies r 8at
of Heaveno.

The lower wall (31) was concealed by the features built above it and so it was not possible to
determine its width or whether there were any contemporary structures within its vicinity.
Excavation in thisection of the trench revealed that the upper wall (Feature 18) was built on
a layer of packing, which was laid ababe possible siloThis represents a third occupational
phase.It was also noted that the wall of ts#o had been cut in antiquity theest wall of

Room 2 in Trench @&as constructed.

North Excavation Area

The western half of this area was filled with extensive Atk collapse that lay directly
upon sangd this had destroyed any structures that originally were located in this area.
Removal of muebrick collapsein the eastern pamevealed the presence of three short
sections of grey brick walls, oriented easst (Contexts 3, 5 and 7), due south of two larger
sections of walls, one in yellow brick (Context 20) and the other irbriet (Context 45).
These larger walls abut a notbuth reebrick wall on the east and which is the exterior wall
of the complex located in trehes 18, 21 and 25 (Figure 2o the west of the ends of the
larger walls a brick pier emerged that appdgarsomprise several separate parts all in grey
mud brick (Contexts 43!). This pier and the southernmost short section of wall (Context 3)
are built down to the same level and set upon sand that cedhtagramics of the Old
Kingdom, and upon which theollapse in thevestern part of the area lagetween the pier

and southern wall a mdarick floor had been laid, again upon sand but at a highesl than

the former feature®verlying this platform was brick rubble that also extended to the east of
the pier and upon which the two other short sections osw@lbntexts 5 and 7) were built
(Plate 6) they clearly postlate the pier and the southern wall and their exact function cannot
yet be determinedBetween the pier and the end of the red bricdl wContext 45), a
rectangular recess or cupboard was locdtedntext 14)and there is another to its east
between the larger walls (Contedd). The floors of these two features are at the same level,
considerably lower than the laid brick floor; thesre filled with brick rubble and may be
contemporary with the pier and southern wall.

A large sandstone block had been laid atahiance of the western recé€ontext 45)and

this served as a foundation for the piEne block was removed; it is DIn in height and is
inscribed on three faces with a text commemorating the activity of a local adminishator,

Igai who records making additions inshrine of tle god Igai.The piece probably dates to the
Middle Kingdomand probablyattests the existee of a shrine to Igai at Mut-&harab; a
discussion of the texiy Professor OE. Kaperis included with this reporSeveral demotic
ostraka, a greywacke plate and numerous small ceramic vessels (many broken) were found in
this cupboard.The pots ad potsherds are mostly from small offering vessels; all are of Late
Period date, and no doubt relate to the same occupational phase as those offezlag vess
found in the southern tesA large ovoid of worked sandstone with flat ends and some



incisions vas found in collapse against the perd a large, sandstone offering table was
found lying in collapsén the northwest corner of the excavation

In summary, the eastern half of the southern section of Trench 30 includes three occupational
phases: theower wall, which is built immediately above Old Kingdom material remains, and
may be of that period; this was |ateovered by substantial collapse in the wé&dimsy
structures with Late Period ceramic assemblage were then built; theesstgin of thse

was cut into to insert the western wall of Trench 6 and, finally, a +soth wall was erected

on rubble packing above the structures on the weste northern section of Trench 30 all of

the structures postate the complex on the eashere ae two distnct, precollapse, phases
here.The first might be contemporary with the earliest\aigtimmediately to the soutland
comprises the pier and southern wall, associated recesses on the north, andbrilck sexdl
yellow-brick eastwest walls The area was then filledith brick rubble and later thevo

central short sections of wall were built on this rublee material immediately beloall of

the earliest buildingsvas sand in which Old Kingdomeramics and ostrich egg shell was
found The erection of structures immediately above an Old Kingdom horizon is consistent
with the pattern found in other trenches that have been excavated to the east of Trench 30:
Trenches 6, 18, 21 and 25.

Trench 33(excavator Emmeline Healey)

Trench 33 vas opened to theest of theshrine in Trench Gapproximatly four metres south
of Trench 30 The excavation area measured 3.1 x 4.Aamd was defined bthe four red

mud-brick wallsof a roomexposed bywface brushingContexts 25; Figure 3b) Trendh 33

was aligned alog a partially standing wallContext 37)of a large structure builtver the

western walbf the trench that has further standing remains extending.Sthwtsouthermand

northernwalls extendbeyondthe trench.

Excavation revealegellow mudbrick walls ajainst the prexisting red muebrick walls that
define theroom along the northern and eastern ed@estexts 7). The room is thus similar

to that found in Trench 18 and Trench(®tgure 2) It wasentered by a doan the nath-east
corner, with the easteryellow brick wallas the door sillThis door isnow blocked with
bricks Further excavation revealed a layemoéy brick rubbleabove compact redrown fill

with many smaliceramicsherds concentrated in the nevikd quadrant of the roomnin the
southern section of the room eight incomplete worked stone blocks were removed, one of
which had been used as a door pivot, and andtheégrooves from knife marks along the
width of one sideBeneath these stone blockssaan ashy lens which lay abotlee lower
horizon of the stone materialhe ceramic record associated with these upper contexts
includes New Kingdom bread moulds, ddew Kingdomblue painted sherd and Nile Valley
amphorae sherds from the New Kingdom, andterial covering the Third Intermediate
Periodto Mamluk Period

Excavation continued below the compact-bedwn fill and two relatedthick red muebrick
walls were found extending westst acros¢Contexts 12 and 17and continuing beyond
the treaxch The fill between these parall@falls was largely grey brick rubblén the north
west quadrant between the early walls a layer of compact bgosynsoil was removed down
to a compact browgrey surface that was possibly a flo@iwo pits were loated and
removed in the soutlwest quadranand the east sectipand a band of grey briakibble was



exposed against the north face of the south.Wwhk ceramics from between these early walls
was of the Old Kingdom, and included a few possiblearly Dynastic peces Excavation
continued between the early walls in the east section only, where sandy contexts yielded little
material Excavation here was stopped when the bottom of the early walls were revealed
(Plate 7)

The fill between the southern Waf the trench and the southern early wall was then removed
in several contexts until the bottom of the early wall was revea@leglupper contexts were of
red-grey packing mixed with small rubble, while the lower contexts contained more sand than
rubble. The pottery from this section of the trench wasxed, including sherds of Old
Kingdom Late New Kingdom, Third Intermed&atPeriod and Late Period dasnd a large
number of sherds from straw tempered vessels, some with redCilies finds of na¢ from
Trench 33 were amall fragment witha sculped cobrawithin a frame inPharaonicstyle, and

four ostrakafom the surface fill

[ll: Southeast Corner of the Temenogexcavator Wendy Dolling)

During previous seasons excavation of a series othemin the soutkast corner of the
Temenos had identified several phases of occupdafibparticularinterest are a substantial
mud-brick rectangular structure, probably dating to the Roman Period, and a series of earlier
mud brick walls that had beerut through for the construction of this building large
amount of ceramic dating to the Late Peraodl Early Ptolemaic Period weescovered during

these excavations though the significant degree of destruction both ancient, during ongoing
building acivity, and more recentin the form of intrusive cuts through archaeological
depositsmeant that much of this ceramic was recovered from disturbed confestries of
eroding muebrick walls were visible at surface lewegbproximately 75netresto thewest of

these excavativareashaving the apgarance of a substantlalilding or buildingsGiven the
predominance of Roman and Ptolemaic activity represented in the archaeologic#l mate
from the soutkeast corner of theetmenosit was hoped that irestigation of this structure
could clarify the nature of this activity and potentially revieaditu Roman and/or Ptolemaic
material During the 2008 excavation season two trenches were laid out in thiSeerah

28 coversaa12x 13m areahatincluded thesurface muebrick walls and Trench 31 a narrow

2 x 9m strip trench liking Trench 28 to the southemnienos wal(Plate 8)

Trench 28

The limits of this trench were determined by the extent of the structural remains visible at
suface levelso that an initialarea ofcirca 12 x 13 m area was delineatetlater some
additional surface clearance was undertaken to the east and west of this space so that a total
area of 25n eastwest by 13n northsouth was incorporated into Trench (&Esgure 5)

The upper surface sand and loose scattered rubble covering the trench were of a minimal
depth so that the apparent base of the walls became evident relatively .qtineklyreseared

walls of a yellow/brown mudbrick structure (Building 1) as revealbg the 2008 excavations

are not easily interpreted as a meaningfulcttire at this stagéarge mudbrick walls in the

east and soutfContexts 6, 10 and 58) have been exposed that seem tohieeouter walls of

the building; however the western andanthern limits of the structure remain uncertain
There were several distinct intrusive cuts within this buildimgparticular a large cut that had



truncated abutting walls in the sotghst corner of the trench and a large number of smaller
intrusive ptted area®ccuracross much of the structuie single pot emplacement containing

a base fragment of a Roman cooking pot set within a compacted surface is the only
undisturbed floor deposit so far associated with the build@antext 50) The foundatn

level of allof thewalls revealed so fawere found to be set down into, and built over, a thick
layer of clay and fragmentary miatick packing A relatively small area of this packingas
excavated and found to overleehorizon of crushed but mogttomplete ceramic vessels
preliminarily identified as belonging to the Ptolemaic Periad well as brick walls or
possible floor levels that presumably date to the Ptolemaic period or pbyeeérlier The
ceramic materiatecovered from the structl packing requirefurther investigation but at
present the majority seem to date to the Ptolemaic Period with a minor amount ofaearlier
later sherds This suggests that the partiallwestigatel building constructed with this
packing (Building 1)was constructed during thearly Roman Period Time constraints
prevented further investigation of the earlier building phase revealed beneath the clay
packing;at this stage the nature of the structure amubre precise date can not established.

Clearance of surface sand and rubble to the east of Building 1 exposed an abutting wall of a
different colour and possibly a different date to this buildifigere appears to be a large
amount of structural collapse to the east of this wall as well as possislau structural
elementsThis area will require further investigation in forthcoming seasons.

Trench 31

This trench measuredr® (northsouth) x 2m (eastwest) andcextends directly from the south
eastern corner ofrench 28 to thannerface of tle southerntemenos wallTime constraints
prevented complete clearance of this areewever a number of structures have been
revealed In the soutkern end of the trench altting the face of the temenos wall is a
red/brown muebrick wall or possible floblevel that extends to the north for a distance of 3.7
metres.A large intrusive cut was found truncating archaeological deposits in much of the
central trench are&learance of rubble fill from this cut exposed several mud brick walls
Two abutting astwest aligned walls were found and seem to pass beneathtéhérick
structure and a nortksouth section of slumped wall was exposed along the western trench
baulk The exact relationship of these walls eanas yetbe determinedAt the northerrend

of the trenchbutting the outer wall of Building in Trench 28there is a compacted surface
Although this surface is severally eroded and partially piitetbes seem to be originat is
truncated byhe intrusive cut in the centre of tirench Given that most of the deposits so fa
cleared from this trenctvere disturbed rubble fill it is igossible to date th&ructureghat

have been revealed@he majority of the cerami datefrom the Late Period to the Roman
period so that there 8 high probability of these structures being constructed within this time
frame An expansion of the excavation area and further clearance will be required to clarify
the nature of the gictures revealed in this trench

Concluding Remarks

Whilst prevbus excavations have documented early Old Kingdom and possibly Early
Dynastic Period activity at the site, in 2008 the firstsitu remains of structures that are
datable to the Old Kingdom were found in Trenches 32 and 33, and further deposits of Old
Kingdom potery were located in Trench 3This confirms the existence of a settlement of



this date at Mut eKharalh and the scale of the walls in Trench 32 imply that some of the
structures were quite sizable

Of particular interest is the information prded by the inscription odalgai. The god Igai is
known from sources in the Nile Valley from the 3rd Dynasty into the Third Intermediate
Perod, from a variety of sourcefrom the area of the Dakhleh Oadne tearliest evidence,
together with the omgllocal image of the god, comes from a site in the dégdhte westhat

is being investigatedy a German teamd\t this site,sec al | ed Khuf u Hi | | or
Mountain,from the time of thee two rulers, there israck drawing of the godh human form

with the two sceptres of his name on the hé&adm this site also comes a possible writing of
the name of theayl upon a small ceramic staridater in the Old Kingdontgai is mentioned

in inscriptions from the capital of Dakhleh at the settlerhe Ainf Aseél (Balat) as the
recipient of a cultClay tablets from the palace of the governor refer to a temple domain of
Igai and the raising ofattle for the cult of the god.. Pantalacci has observed that the god
Igai was venerated in Balat,gether with an obscure deity whose nameead something like

i T a dhe@od Igahad thetitle Lord of the Oasis.

The cult of Igai is known to have continued in Dakhleh th® Third Intermediate Period

hieratic stela from Mut eKharab mentioa 6t he scr i be a mfdheppmpleest of
d omai n Thé god $ethiwds.venerated in Dakhleh from the Old Kingdom, and his cult

may alreadyhave been connedédo that of IgaiBy the Third Intermediate Period the cult of

Sethhad supplared that of Igai, and he beve the principal god of Dakhlefenerated at

Mut elKharab.

The inscription provides welcome evidence for activity at the site during the Middle
Kingdom, a period soaf poorlyattested in DakhlehThe only other items poss$jbof this

date from Mut eKharab are two small figures of hippopotamuses in carnelian, likely votive
gifts at the temple.

B: The Studies
I: Conservation Repor{Ahmed AbuBaker)

During the 2008 seasooondition assessment and cleaning of archaembgibjects from

Mut elKharab and Ismant @ harabwas undertakernThese objects includdgtioseof metals

and metal alloys (iron and bronze) and fragments of glass, stone and wall pavithgsach

type of material the aims of tlenservation pross were:

- Metal and metal alloys: cleaning of the objects from sand, surface incrustations and the
external corrosion products to reveal the original surface features of the ofjestdelps in
restoring the aesthetic and archaeological value of Hjects, interpreting theiuse and
dating the layers from which they were obtained.

- Fragments of glass:cleaning of surface deposits and joining the fragments that match to
help in estimating the shape of the object and its use.

- Inscribed stone fragnents: removal of soil, sand and calcareous deposits to reveal the
decoration or inscriptions on the surface of the stone.

- Fragments of wall paintings:cleaning of surface deposits to reveal the painted layer on the
surface.



The work also included condith assessmérand cleaning ofcoins from previous work
stored in Abdel Hameed Ahmad Yousef Storage Musewar Ismant eKharab The
collection includes 74 coins that originate from several .si&sface incrustations and
corrosion products were cleanedreveal the inscriptions on the coins where it was possible
The inscriptions helped in the dating of the layers from where the coins were excavated.

Finally, the work of this season included an evaluation of the storage room at Ismant el
Kharab (Kells) archaeological sitd'he room was assessed in terms of its physical structure
and internal environmental conditions (ileumidity and temperature) and their effect on the
preservation state of the stored materi@lgndition assessment was alsoriea out for the

stored materials in which wall painting fragments form the major phe evaluation showed

that there is a need to repair some cracks and openings in the walls of the room and around the
sky lights in the roof to maintain the physicategrity of the room and prevent the entrance of

dust and exchange of humidity and temperature between the internal and external
environmentsThe archaeological wall painting fragments are in a relatively stable condition
Although damage due to physicdress resulting in cracks, losses and detachment of layers,

at this stage from the range of fragments able to be examined, there is no substantial evidence
of ongoing mechanisms of deterioration driven by environmental or chemical processes such
as sal, pollutants and moisture.

[I: Study of Ceramics from Mut elKharab (James Gill)

The aim of this season was to record the pottery from Ptolemaic contexts atHharab, in
an attempt to broaden our understanding of the forms and fabrics whiclpiasd tyf this
period at the site

Work commenced with Trench 22 as this is known to have produced Ptolemaic pottery an
had not been fully recorded@he first group of contexts had been identified by the excavator
as disturbed and this was reflected Ire tmixed nature of the assdatage. The pottery
belonged mainly to the Ptolemaic and Roman Periods, with s@tee Reriod and Islamic
sherds.Due to time constraints, the study focused upon undisturbed contexts, the material
from which consisted of onlytBlemaic forms, including such diagnostics as carinated bowls
with cream slip and red/black decoration, cooking pots with horizontal handles aed larg
creamslipped collared jarsAnother diagnostic form from sealed deposits is the cream
slipped and paied jar, with floral and geometridecoration in red and blackhis corpus
should enable a detailed corpus of Ptolemaic pottery to be established for#hatrab. In
addition to material from Trench 22, ceramics from Trenches 4, 6, 11 and 20 wagdecord
Material from the latter included some parallels to that from Trench 22 but with the addition
of a number of forms that may represent an early Ptolemaic or Late Period horizon.

lll: The Lithics (Michal Kobusiewicz)

The collection amounts to several hundred pieces of chipped $tomerevailing type of raw
material is tabular chertifca 70%) Judging from the high frequency of this chert the source
should be somewhere not far from Milihe second most frequent material is nodular chert
(circa 30%).Numerous nodules of this raw material, eroded fRataeocenémestones, are
known from the foot of the scarp bordering the ad3idy a few pieces of worked guzitic
sandstone alsoccur.
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Description

Cores:two small multiplatform, unpatterned cores for flakes on nodular chert much nsed
platform preparation. Two initially struck and discarded cores for flakes.
Debitage:irregular flakes mainly of nodular chert asoimeof tabulkr chert occyrno single
blades Chips are numerous, the result of screening; circa 70 % are of tabular chert, the
remainder of nodular cher€hunks are also numerouspstly fragments of chert tablettes,
but also of nodular cherfTwo irregular smalflakes of quartzitic sandstone.
RetouchedTools: Sixteen retouched tools or tool fragments were fold far the most
numerous are retouched flakesght specimensfive are on tabular and three on nodular
chert Two othersare flakes with one edgetoeiched by flat retouchand six others are
irregular flakes with short sectismore or less flat retouched.

One flat scraper on tabular chert crushed in pieces and heavily burnt.

One broken flat scraper of tabular chert with alternate retouch.

Two fragments probably of scrapers

One denticulate on thick flake of tabular chert.

One small groover made @rthin flake of nodular chert.

One lamellarsickle blade retouched along one edge with Ivpebnounced sickle sheen,
heavily burnt.

Technology

The appled technology was very simplodules of nodular chert were struck, sometimes by
hard, sometimes bg soft hammer, practically without any former core preparatidre
process began from striking one single striking platform, but in further stagésbofation,
according to needs, the direction of blows chang@ée products were moi@-less irregular
flakes, sometimes but rarely, used for productof smaller retouched tool©bjects of
tabular chert were produced by flaking ttteosenpiece of tert tabletto achievea desired
shapeln this way he larger tools were obtainedo bifacially-retouched tools were found in
the assemblage under discussion, but it is obvious that the bifacial type of retouch must have
been applied hergrovedby numerous biface trimming flake$n spite of the abundance of
raw materials, sometisdliddle Palaeolithic chert artefacts were collected and brought to the
site, most probably to be usdtie phenomenois well known from the other Old Kingdom
sites in Dakleh. The assemblage in questiaontains quite numerous laily burnt
specimensGenerally the collection has the samatfees as the material from Mutkeharab
studied &ew years agdit also fits well withthe typological as well abe technologial point

of view with other Old Kingdom chiped stone assemblages kndnom Dakhleh oasissuch
as®in el-GazzareemAin Ased and even from the welt posts surrounding the area.

IV: An inscription from a Middle Kingdom Temple for Igai at Mut dfharab (Olaf E.
Kape)

The inscription is @t into a block of reddish sandstone, which has been broken at the top and
bottom. Its remaining height is 118 cm; the width is lightly tapering from 37 cm at the
remaining base to 34 cm at the remaining topthiiskness iscirca 25 cm.The front of the
stone is badly damaged through secondary use of the stone in later constriib&ongper

half of the front face has suffered much from its use as a paving stone.
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The Text

The text may be described as anolidgraphy of a governor of the oasis, whose name was
Salgai, written in four separate columns of hieroglyphs oveedlsides of the stone (Figure

6). There does not seem to be much missing from the top of the inscription, as all four
columns start withhe name and titles of the governor or of the god Igai to whom the block is
dedicated! will translate and comment each of the text columns separately.

Right side

A(Words spoken by) the chief of the aferli est s:
have inscribed my name upon the stone that was brought by the army, a ruler who is loyal
(...)0

This first line of the inscription describes the governor, who is only given the title Chief of the
Priests, as he returns to the community having cetaglthe building works commemorated

by this inscription. His relationship with his town, presumably Mut, is emphasized, as is the
origin of the stone that was quarried and brought by an atnsgead of a military force, the

word army may also specifita indicate aquarrying expedition, so we caot know for

certain which is intended here.

Front face, right column:

A(Words spoken bywWt?) gaif {(her@a®ifg Mutit. (he ha
This column is badly damaged, so that onigments of the inscription can be reconstructed

and read.The only part that is beyond doubt is the name of the god Igai at th&@husp.

column of the inscription seems to focus exclusiwalythe god of the temple, Igdih e god 6 s
name is followed byitles and further qualifications thate unfortunately all but lost.have
reconstructed the usual title of the god, Lord of the Oasis, which is attested on several other
monuments (see the commentary beloMgllowing this, there are traces of a wdltt is

possibly tobe read as the place name Mavenduring later times, we do not yet know the

Egyptian name of this town for certain, so this reconstruction is extremely speculative.

Front face, left column:

A( Words spoken by maybrechidf efahk griestso If hava erécted a t
monument in the temple of my Il ord I gai, so t
In this column, the governor declares his purpose in simple td@imastext first provides his

full official titulary and then states thhe has carried out building works the temple of his

god Igai. This column comes close to what would be a dedication inscription in a royal
monument, except that the text is phrased in direct speech.

Left side

A(Words spoken by), maydrechief & the priests 8dai, belovediof i t y
Nebeh (another deity?), who does what is praised by his god: | have erected monuments for
(...)o0

In this column, finally the name of the goverr&elgai is given, following his full titulary.

There is noclear solution for the signs following the naniéave chosen here to read the
sequence of signs n+b+h as the name of a deity, because of thibelexed following it.
Unfortunately, this is highly tentative as this divine name is unkndiwis. notimpossible,
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however, to encounter various local gods in the odkbis.text continues with a phrase known
from autobiographical inscriptions, in whi@#&lgai expresses his servitude towards his god.

The Date of the Inscription

The governoiSalgai is not yet known from other texts, and this is the first attestation of the
name anywhere in Egypthe inscription is not dated by the mention of a king, so that the
date has to be arrived at by reasoning and by close comparison with similar inscriptions and
historical facts.First | will look at the neme and titles of the governofhe nameSalgai
(6Son of t is ef a dypedfirstl tigsted it )the Middle KingdomLikewise, the
combination of titles &émayor ucadatthecstartaofthe er o
Middle Kingdom under Mentuhotep Il, and it would remain in use until the middle of the 13th
dynasty.Previously, during the 6th Dynasty, thevgonor of the Dakhleh Oascsarried the
title o6rul er of t hehe ttlessof thedcontemporagovernatsiirf tfiee r e d
Nile Valley. In the Middle Kingdom, the titles of the administration were apparently made
identical to those in the Nile Valley.

In his autobiographical inscriptiorfgalgai records havingommissioned bilding works at
thetemple of the localgodlgal he expressi on Ot o make dnonume
of actions of the king onlyit occurs in a few private dedication inscriptions from the 11th
Dynasty onwards, but it is used mainly with referetckinerary monuments, not to temples.

Private dedications to deities are extremely rare in the Middle Kingdom, and only very few
parallels for this practice may be cited from the time of Mentuhotep Il to the middle of the

13th Dynasty. In fact, the clostecomparable material dates from the tirhéhe late 11th and

early 12th Oynasty.

The first inscription in which a governor claims to have added buildings to a local temple is
found inthe Beni Hasan tomb of Baget (ho. 33), from the 11th {hasty in which we read

Awho made a monument f or et er nAtDeyetBensheh,he t e
in the tomb of the nomarch and vizier Ahanakhthkere isa long biographical inscription at

the entrance, whi ch st ar testsiathe tédmplefl(roywlerd A | m
ThotAmdlaterhe says: (Aé the templ e, whi ch) I b
inscribed my name (upon i t) orétheimonurmentdthatl t o m

ma d dhese phrases are nearly identical todhes used b$algai. The dating of the tomb
of Ahanakht should be placed in the reign of Mentuhotep II, after the reunification of the
country.

The date of these two inscriptions from the start of the Middle Kingdom suggests a similar
date for the ins@otion from Mut elKharab. During the 12th Dynasty, it was perhaps no
longer possible for the provincial governors to erect temples on their own accord, at least in
the Nile Valley In the Dakhleh Oasis, the relative autonomy of the governors may have bee
greater, as it was already in the Old Kingdom, so that a date for our stone in the early years of
the 12th Dynasty may not be ruled out.

Even though the stone resembles a doorjamb in shape, this is not its original function, because
it has slightly tapeng sides.The closest parallel for this shape, in fact the only parallel, is
found in the pilasters around the courtyard of the temple for the goddess Satet that was built
underMentuhotep Il at Elephantin@ similar court with pilasters should be ogstructed for
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the temple at Mut eKharab, with the autobiographical inscription of the governor who
erected the momaent inscribed on one of thesather stones of similar dimensions have, in
fact, been found in the excavations, but these were uniedcfime other pilaster from the
same structure was found inscribed, but this was with a hymeetto f®m the Ramesside
period. The architectural type from the reign of Mentuhotep Il again points at a date for our
inscription in the early years of the ttlle Kingdom.The inscription brings us precious
historical information about the situation in the Dakhleh Oasis at that time, of which nothing
was known previously.

V: Note on theRecentDiscoveriesf Ostraka at Mut elKharab (Ginter Vittmann)

During this seasoril03 ostraka were discoveredritten in Hieraic, Demotic, Greek and
Coptic. | have examined the photographs ssfime 400f these almost all of them being
inscribed in Demaotic.

Hieratic Ostraka
Among the rare neemotic material, a sherd thi the beginnings of three lines in a nice
Hieratic handrom Trench 32presumably earlyst millennium BCE,is interesting because it
can be joined with another sherd found earlier in this area and yields a list of priests:
()godEs father of Seth, Palé
(2)gokes f at her of Seth, Pal[é
B)godEs father of <Seth> Nespalé
(Al ternativel vy, it may be read: (1) godEs
Sethpa[é, (3) godEs father {of} Nespa[ ¢€.)
Another ostrkon which obviously belongs to thedt half of the Bt millennium BCE isfrom
Trench 31 The damaged and faded text @td Hieratic script on both sidbasnot yet been
decipheredbut it seems possible that it is a letter.

DemoticOstraka

Most of the material is in a rather bad state of preservation aiseéqaently hard to decipher.

Quite often is not even possible to determine the general contents of the texts because the
writing is almost completely faded or abraded, and it would also be useful to clean some
objects to obtain better resulsmong thosatems that can be read or at least classifilee,
following may be mentionedall from the latter half of the Ptolemaic Perjotbr
palaeographical reasons:

o four fragments preserving report or a letter. Someone is speaking about things he i
going to & but due to damagend loss of text, the identity of the speaker and the
contentsare unclearThere is a day date (line 8), and according to liner8ething
happens Obefore Amuno.

e atext competely preserved in three linas;s an informal letter cdaining an order of
payment:

(1) Imuthes greets Harmais.

(2)Maythey gi ve the fifth (part) of (?) &

B)(to?) Pachrates ¢é

e one of the | argest it ems, wi tThis lengtey headi
account is arranged in two columns accordingagsf a month.There is mention of
several individuals, but we do not recognize what is accounted for.
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o fragments of letter are presumably two sherds; onis a small fragment referring to
two (or more) persons:

(1) ] and we [

(2) 1 and we do not [

(3) ] and you shall do for us the matt[er

(4) 1 we being behind (i.a. having a claim against) ..[

e a textdae d , accor di ngyeard®of dneunnamed miler} iconceons 6
payment of thdetertax.

e a sherdnscribed on both sides and contaenpayment order issued by Harsiesen
of Petemestus; details are unclear but the last line preserves the proper name Inaros
On the versathere is the indication

(1) Written by Es...

(2) (son of) Peteyris, year 7(?),

(3) third month of the ~season, day 21.

An isolatedCopticfragment is30-037 containing the ends of four lines.
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Figure 1: Plan of Mut elKharab showindocation ofall excavated trenches.
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Figure 2: Plan of Trenches 6, 18, 21, 25, 30 and 32.
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Figure 3: a (top) Plan of Trench 32 arul(bottom) Trench 33
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Figure 4: Plan of Trench 30.
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