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In the UK in 2002 the high profile celebrity chef Jamie Oliver set out to transform a 
group of unemployed young Londoners into enterprising, passionate workers. This 
often dramatic process of transformation was captured, even manipulated and 
managed, in the hugely successful Channel 4 TV series Jamie's Kitchen.

Peter Kelly and Lyn Harrison use material from this series and from a sister show - 
Jamie's Kitchen Australia - to examine the struggles by these young people, and those 
that train and manage them, to develop a 
passionate orientation for work.

Using the social theories of Michel Foucault 
and Zygmunt Bauman, among others, the book 
highlights many of the challenges we all face as 
we seek to secure a precarious form of salvation 
through work, in the 
globalised labour markets of the 21st 
century.

With a focus on young workers the authors 
provide powerful new ways of thinking about 
Generation Y, passionate forms of 
self-hood at work, and the hopes and 
dilemmas that come from imagining that paid 
work is the one way in which many of us can 
find meaning and purpose in our lives.
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In the UK in 2002 the high-profile celebrity chef Jamie Oliver set 
out to transform a group of unemployed young Londoners into 
enterprising, passionate, workers. This often dramatic process of 
transformation was captured, even manipulated and managed, in 
the hugely successful Channel 4 TV series Jamie’s Kitchen. 

Peter Kelly and Lyn Harrison use material from this series and 
from a sister show – Jamie’s Kitchen Australia – to examine the 
struggles by these young people, and those that train and  
manage them, to develop a passionate orientation for work.

Using the social theories of Michel Foucault and Zygmunt 
Bauman, among others, the book highlights many of the  
challenges we all face as we seek to secure a precarious form of 
salvation through work, in the globalized labour markets of the 
twenty first century. 

With a focus on young workers, the authors provide powerful 
new ways of thinking about Generation Y, passionate forms of 
self-hood at work, and the hopes and dilemmas that come from 
imagining that paid work is the one way in which many of us can 
find meaning and purpose in our lives.

Peter Kelly is Head of Behavioural Studies (Faculty of Arts) at 
Monash University, Australia. His interests lie in exploring the 
nature of youth identities in increasingly global  
settings and the ways in which various aspects of young people’s 
identities are governed in these settings. 

Lyn Harrison is Coordinator of the Master of Education and the 
Graduate Certificate of Higher Education in the School of 
Education (Faculty of Arts and Education) at Deakin University, 
Australia. Her research interests lie in exploring youth self/identity 
and the production of risks in late modernity, particularly in  
relation to health, well-being and sexuality.
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