
Dr Merle Spriggs, PhD 
 
Publications 
Books : 
M Spriggs. (2005). Autonomy and Patients’ Decisions. Maryland : Lexington Books.  
 
Chapters in books : 
M. Spriggs, J. Savulescu. (2006). The ethics of surgically assigning sex for intersex 
infants [pp.79-96]. In David Benatar (ed.) Cutting to the Core: Exploring the Ethics of 
Contested Surgeries, Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.  
 
M. Spriggs. (2007). The practical limits and the value of informed consent [pp.134-
146]. In Informed Consent and Clinician Accountability: The ethics of auditing and 
reporting surgeon performance, ed. S. Clarke and J. Oakley. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press.  
 
Journal articles: 
M. Spriggs. (2010) Ethical difficulties with consent in research involving children: 
Findings from key informant interviews. AJOB Primary Research, 1(1): 34-43 
 
C. Delany, M. Spriggs, C. Fry and L. Gillam. (2010). The unique nature of clinical 
ethics in allied health pediatrics: Implications for ethics education. Cambridge 
Quarterly Healthcare Ethics.  19 (4): 471- 480 
 
M. Spriggs. (2010) Ashley’s interests were not violated because she does not have the 
necessary interests. American Journal of Bioethics. 10; (1):52-54 
 
M. Spriggs. (2009) Consent in cyberspace: Internet-based research involving young 
people. Monash Bioethics Review.  28; (4): 32.1 - 32.15 

M. Spriggs & L. Gillam. (2008). Consent in paediatric research: An evaluation of the 
guidance provided in the 2007 NHMRC National Statement on Ethical Conduct in 
Human Research. Medical Journal of Australia. 188(6): 360-362. 
 
M. Spriggs. (2008). Is pragmatism just an apology for unrestrained science? American 
Journal of Bioethics, 8(4):39-41 

M. Spriggs.  (2008).The ethics of research on less expensive, less effective 
interventions: A case for analysis.  Journal of Bioethical Inquiry. 5(4): 295-302 
 
Avihu Boneh, Sonia Allan, Danuta Mendelson, Merle Spriggs, Lynn H Gillam, and 
Stanley H Korman. (2008). Clinical, Ethical and Legal Considerations in the 
Treatment of Newborns with Non-Ketotic Hyperglycinaemia. Molecular Genetics 
and Metabolism. 94: 143-147.   
M. Spriggs, C. Olsson, and W. Hall. (2008). How will information about the genetic 
risk of mental disorders impact on stigma? Australian and New Zealand Journal of 
Psychiatry. 42;3:214-220 
 



M. Spriggs. (2007) [letter to the Editor]. Neutralizing paternalism. Hastings Center 
Report. November/December. 37(6):8 
 
K. Woolley and M. Spriggs. (2007). Enhancing children’s intelligence: Do the means 
matter morally? Monash Bioethics Review. 26;1&2:79-96.  
 
Heath, John A., Moore, Katherine, Spriggs, Merle, Waters, Keith D. (2007).When 
two worlds collide.  Journal of Clinical Oncology. 25(25): 4015-4017. 
 
M. Spriggs. (2007). When ‘risk’ and ‘benefit’ are open to interpretation – as is 
generally the case. American Journal of Bioethics. 7(3): 17-19 
 
M. Spriggs. (2006). Can children be altruistic research subjects? American Journal of 
Bioethics.  September/October; 6(5):49-50 
 
Marion Harris, Ingrid Winship, Merle Spriggs. (2005). ‘Ethical issues in the cancer 
genetics clinic’.  Lancet Oncology. 6:301-310 
 
M Spriggs. (2004). Ethics and the proposed treatment for a 13-year-old with atypical 
gender identity. Medical Journal of Australia 20 Sept; 181(6):319-321  
 
M Spriggs. (2004).Woman wants dead fiancé’s baby: Who owns a dead man’s sperm? 
Journal of Medical Ethics. 30 (4): 384-385 
 
M Spriggs. (2004). Canaries in the mines: Children, risk, nontherapeutic research and 
justice.  Journal of Medical Ethics. 30: 176-81 
 
M Spriggs. (2004). Compulsory brain scans and genetic tests for boxers – or should 
boxing be banned? Journal of Medical Ethics. 30 (5): 515-516 
 
Spriggs M. (2004). [letter to the editor] Defending de-identification of research 
samples on the grounds of public health benefit.  Journal of Paediatrics and Child 
Health.  40(5-6):327.   
 
M Spriggs and T Charles. (2003). ‘Should HIV discordant couples have access to 
assisted reproductive technologies? Journal of Medical Ethics. 29: 325-329 
  
M Spriggs. (2003). Can we help addicts become more autonomous? Inside the mind 
of an addict. Bioethics. 17(5-6)542-554  
 
J Hodgson, M Spriggs. (2005). A practical account of autonomy: Why genetic 
counseling is especially well suited to the facilitation of informed autonomous 
decision making. Journal of Genetic Counseling. 14(2): 89-97 
 
M Spriggs. (2002). [editorial] ‘Protection of the welfare and the rights of participants 
in research’, Monash Bioethics Review.  21(3): 39-42 
 
M Spriggs. (2005). Is conceiving a child to benefit another against the interests of the 
new child?, Journal of Medical Ethics.  31(6): 341-343 
 



M Spriggs. (2002). ‘Genetically selected baby free of inherited predisposition to 
early-onset Alzheimer disease’, Journal of Medical Ethics. 28 (5): 290  
 
M Spriggs (2003). ‘IVF mix-up: White couple have black babies’ Journal of Medical 
Ethics.  29: 65 
 
M Spriggs. (2002). ‘Lesbian couple create a child who is deaf like them’, Journal of 
Medical Ethics. 28 (5): 283  
 
J Savulescu and M Spriggs. (2002). ‘Saviour Siblings’ Journal of Medical Ethics. 28 
(5): 289. 
 
J Savulescu and M Spriggs. (2002). ‘The Perruche judgement and the “right not to be 
born”’, Journal of Medical Ethics. 28:63-4  
 
J Savulescu and M Spriggs. (2002). ‘The hexamethonium asthma study and the death 
of a normal volunteer in research’, Journal of Medical Ethics. 28: 3-4. 
 
M Spriggs. (2003). Therapeutic cloning research and ethical oversight, Journal of 
Medical Ethics. 29;207-8 
 
M Spriggs. (2004). Commodification of children again and non-disclosure 
preimplantation genetic diagnosis for Huntington’s disease.  Journal of Medical 
Ethics. 30: 538. 
 
M Spriggs. (2005). Hypoxic air machines:Performance enhancement through 
effective training - or cheating?  Journal of Medical Ethics. 31: 112 - 113.  
  
J Savulescu and M Spriggs. ‘Is there ever a “right not to be born”?’ Australian 
Medicine, Vol. 14, No. 6, 1 April 2002, p.8 
 
J Savulescu and M Spriggs. ‘Parental consent – is it enough?’ Australian Medicine, 
Vol. 13, No. 9, 15 October 2001, p.14 
 
J Savulescu and M Spriggs. ‘He ain’t heavy …’ Australian Medicine, Vol. 14, No. 8, 
3  June , 2002, p.13 
 
M Spriggs. ‘Ethical implications of women's under representation in clinical trials’,  
(Ethics committee supplement) Monash Bioethics Review 1999; 18(2): 11-20. 
 
M Spriggs. ‘Human subjects research: Review of the NH&MRC National Statement 
on Ethical Conduct in Research Involving Humans’ (Ethics committee supplement), 
Monash Bioethics Review1999; 18(4):5-13. 
  
M Spriggs. ‘The World Medical Association’s proposed changes to the Declaration of 
Helsinki: Report from a Melbourne symposium’ (Ethics committee supplement), 
Monash Bioethics Review 1999; 18(4): 24-28.  
 
M Spriggs. ‘Autonomy in the face of a devastating diagnosis’, Journal of Medical 
Ethics 1998; 24: 123-26. 



 
M Spriggs. ‘Women's participation in clinical trials: Does Australia need to catch up 
with American policy initiatives?’  Joint issue Alternative Law Journal 1998; 23(6)/ 
Health Issues 1998;57: 273-5 & 294. 
 
M Spriggs. ‘Contemporary muddle in concepts of autonomy’ in Christopher Newell 
(ed.), What is this thing called Bioethics? Proceedings of the 6th National Conference 
of the Australian Bioethics Association, Hobart, 2-4 October 1998.  Australian 
Bioethics Association, Hobart, 1999, pp. 92-96.  
 
M Spriggs. ‘Health consumer information needs and participation in medical 
decision-making’, Health Issues 1996:49: 21-22.  
 
M Spriggs. ‘The role of Ethics Committees - Finding the balance’, Health Issues 
1996: 48:10-11.  
 
M Spriggs. [report]: ‘General Practice Evaluation Conference’ Health Issues 
1996:48:8-9.  
 
Other:  
 
The main output from a project on consent in research involving children is an 

educational resource consisting of:   
A handbook for Human Research Ethics Committees and Researchers: M. Spriggs 

(2009). Understanding consent in research involving children: The ethical issues. 
Children’s Bioethics Centre, Melbourne. 

Case studies for Human Research Ethics Committees and Researchers. M. Spriggs 
(2009). Case Studies: Understanding consent in research involving children. 
Children’s Bioethics Centre, Melbourne. 

Two sets of pamphlets - one for parents and one for adolescents.  Each consists of a 
pamphlet for medical research and for general (i.e. social and educational) 
research. 

Project website. Available at http://www.mcri.edu.au/projects/consentinresearch/ 
 
M Spriggs. [Opinion] How much should we modify kids? The Age, 2 October 2004: 
Insight: 11 
 
M Spriggs. [Letter to the Editor] An unnecessary vaccination. The Age. 19 July 2004: 
10 
 
M Spriggs. [Letter to the Editor] Alcohol not a lifestyle choice. The Weekend 
Australian. 22 November 2003: 18 
 
M. Spriggs. [Letter to the Editor] The right of women to be informed. The Age. 19 
October 2005: 14 
 
M. Spriggs & Craig Olsson. [Letter to the Editor] Reality of illness. The Age. 16 
March 2009.  
 

http://www.mcri.edu.au/projects/consentinresearch/�


Book Reviews and Booknotes:  
High culture: Reflections on addiction and modernity, edited by Anna Alexander and 
Mark S. Roberts, State University of New York Press, Albany, New York, 2003. 
Journal of Medical Ethics. Dec 2004; 30: e11. 
 
The practice of autonomy: Patients, doctors, and medical decisions, by Carl E. 
Schneider, 1998. Reviewed by Merle Spriggs, Bioethics 2001; 15(1): 85-88 
 
Philosophy of medicine and bioethics: A twenty-year retrospective and critical 
appraisal, edited by Ronald A. Carson and Chester R. Burns 1997. Reviewed by 
Merle Spriggs, Bioethics 2000; 14(2): 175-177.  
 
Informative paternalism: Studies in the ethics of promoting and predicting health by 
Nina Nikku, 1997.  Reviewed by Merle Spriggs, Bioethics 1998; 12: 259.  
 
Challenging medicine (ed.) Jonathan Gabe, David Kelleher and Gareth Williams, 
1994. Reviewed by Merle Spriggs, Health Issues 1997 (March); 50: pp.30-31.  
 
Autonomy and intervention: Parentalism in the caring life, by John Kultgen. 
Reviewed by Merle Spriggs, Bioethics 1996;10: 344-346.  
 


	Publications
	M. Spriggs & L. Gillam. (2008). Consent in paediatric research: An evaluation of the guidance provided in the 2007 NHMRC National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research. Medical Journal of Australia. 188(6): 360-362.
	M. Spriggs.  (2008).The ethics of research on less expensive, less effective interventions: A case for analysis.  Journal of Bioethical Inquiry. 5(4): 295-302
	Book Reviews and Booknotes:


