


Lithography: the popularisation of 
printing in the 19th century 

This course explores a wide range of 
applications of lithography and is aimed at 
those concerned with books, prints and 
ephemera, especially of the first half of the 
nineteenth century.
Topics to be covered include Senefelder and the invention  
of lithography; lithographic stones and presses; the work  
of the lithographic draughtsman, letterer, and printer; early 
applications of the process in book and music printing, 
monochrome and colour-printed ephemera; and 
chromolithography in the context of colour printing generally.

Though all these sessions focus on Europe, most of the 
issues discussed should have a bearing on developments  
in Australia. All sessions will be copiously illustrated with 
slides (a few small originals will be brought from England 
and, where practicable, items will be shown from local 
collections). Some minor modifications may be made to the 
range of topics covered in the light of the declared needs of 
those registering.

Instructor
Michael Twyman was Professor of Typography and Graphic 
Communication at the University of Reading until his 
retirement in 1998, and continues his association with that 
university as Professor Emeritus and Director of Ephemera 
Studies. He has lectured in various parts of the world and 
has published numerous articles and books. His books focus  
on aspects of nineteenth-century printing, particularly 
lithography, jobbing printing, and ephemera. They include:

Printing 1770 to 1970 •	 (1970)
Lithography 1800-1850 •	 (1970)
Early Lithographed Books •	 (1990)
Early Lithographed Music •	 (1996)
The British Library Guide to Printing •	 (1998)
Breaking the Mould: the First Hundred Years of •	
Lithography (2001) and 
the editing and completion of Maurice Rickards’s•	  
Encyclopedia of Ephemera (2001). 

A recurring theme of his articles is the relationship between 
theory, history, and practice in typography and printing.

The colonial book trade in 
Australia and Canada: a 
comparative approach 

This course aims to 
develop a comparative 
approach to the 
understanding of 
colonial-era publishing  
and bookselling in 
Australia and Canada.
Although the beginnings of 
European settlement in 
Canada (1605) pre-date that 
of Australia (1788) by some 
two centuries, the 
emergence of a local printing 
industry is much more 
closely aligned, with the first 

press in Canada (1752) commencing operations only a few 
decades ahead of Australia (1796). Similarly, the 
development of bookselling and publishing in the two 
countries shows interesting parallels and contrasts; by 
exploring these, the course aims to develop a deeper 
understanding of the factors affecting the colonial book 
trade.

Instructors 
Mary Jane Edwards is Distinguished Research Professor  
in the Department of English Language and Literature at 
Carleton University, where she is Principal Investigator  
and General Editor of the Centre for Editing Early Canadian 
Texts. Her interest in the history of the colonial Canadian 
book emerged from her bibliographical work for editions  
of major works of early English-Canadian prose.

Des Cowley is Rare Printed Collections Manager at the 
State Library of Victoria. He co-curated the Library’s 
permanent exhibition Mirror of the World: Books and Ideas, 
and is co-author of The World of the Book, published by 
Melbourne University Publishing in 2007.

The book in transition,  
1750–1850

The course will  
deal with the  
basic elements  
of analysis and 
description of 
books of the hand-
press period before 
moving to look 
specifically at the 
period of transition. 
By 1850 the production 
of books had been 
transformed by the 
application of mechanical 
methods, in composing, 
printing, paper-making, 
methods of  illustration, 
binding and so on. 

The implications of these changes will then be considered 
in relation to bibliographical analysis and to the conventions 
of description.

Instructors
Brian McMullin, Honorary Associate in the Centre for  
the Book at Monash University and a former editor of  
The Bibliographical Society of Australia and New Zealand 
Bulletin, has specialised in the study of printing history and 
physical bibliography in the seventeenth, eighteenth and 
early nineteenth centuries.

Pamela Pryde, Curator of Special Collections in the Baillieu 
Library, University of Melbourne, has published on aspects 
of eighteenth-century British and nineteenth-century 
Australian printing.


