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Personal Data 
 
Born 1929 in Budapest.  Survived the Nazi genocide; lost most of her family, who perished in 
various concentration camps.  Married Istvan Hermann in 1949 and had daughter Zsuzsanna 
Hermann in 1952.  Married Ferenc FŽher in 1962 and had son Yuri FŽher in 1964.  Became a 
student of Georg Luk‡cs in 1947, later his Ph.D. advisee, then an assistant professor at the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, where he also taught.  First editor of the postwar Hungarian 
Philosophical Journal (1955-56).  After the Hungarian Revolution, was dismissed from academic 
position together with G. Luk‡cs for political reasons.  Spent several years teaching grammar 
school and was banned from all publishing.  In 1968, protested against the Soviet invasion of 
Czechoslovakia, which renewed political and police harassment.  In 1973, by a special mandate 
from party authorities, was again dismissed from all academic positions.  ÒPolitically 
unemployedÓ translator between 1973-77.  Emigrated to Australia in 1977, held professorship in 
sociology there for nine years, and accepted visiting professorships in Germany, then a post at the 
Philosophy Department of the New School for Social Research, Graduate Faculty, in New York 
City.  After political change in Hungary in 1989, was elected to the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences.  Since then, has simultaneously kept posts both there and in New York.  
 
Degrees 
  
1952-55 Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Ph.D., 1955. Advisor: Georg Luk‡cs 
  Thesis title: ÒTchernyshevsky and the Problem of Rational EgoismÓ 
1947-52 Lorand Eotvos University of Budapest, Philosophy and Social Theory 
 
Teaching Positions 
 
1988-Present Hannah Arendt Professor of Philosophy, Graduate Faculty, New School for  
  Social Research 
1986-1989 Chair, Department of Philosophy, Graduate Faculty, New School for Social  
  Research 
1984-1988 Professor of Philosophy, Graduate Faculty, New School for Social Research 
1981  Visiting Professor of Sociology, Universitat Konstanz 
1978-1983 Senior Lecturer and Reader of Sociology, La Trobe University 
1972  Visiting Professor of Philosophy, Freie UniversitŠt Berlin 
1963-1973 Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Sociology, The Hungarian Academy of  
  Sciences 
1958-1963 Grammar school teacher 
1955-1958 Assistant Professor of Philosophy, University of Budapest; dismissed with  
  Georg Luk‡cs, Chair, for political reasons 
 
Awards, Activities, and Editorial Positions 
 
Honorary Doctorate degree, San Marcos University, Lima Peru, 2003 
Honorary Doctorate degree, European University, Fiesole, Italy 
ÒSilver Cross with the StarÓ (Hungarian distinction) 
Hannah Arendt Prize for Political Philosophy, Bremen, 1995 
Szechenyi National Prize in Hungary, 1995 
Correspondent-Member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 1990 



Australian National Research Grant, 1982-83 
Lessing Prize of the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg for Philosophical Activity, 1981 
Editorial Board of Praxis International, Oxford-Belgrade 
Editorial Board of Aut Aut, Milan 
Editorial Board of Social Praxis, Toronto 
Editorial Board of New German Critique, Milwaukee 
Member of International Research Group of Alienation 
Member of International Society of the Sociology of Knowledge 
Member of the College Internationale de Philosophie, Paris 
Member of Societe EuropŽenne de Culture, Venice 
 
Books Published 
 
 In the last ten years several books have been published exclusively in Hungarian.  Among  

these are: Philosophical Ballgames (Studies in the History of Philosophy) (Gond, 2002);  
Picaresque in the Shadow of Auschwitz (On S. Zweig, I.B. Singer and I. Kertész) (Mœlt Žs  
Jšv› , 2003); and Incarnation (Philosophical Studies) (Alfšld, 2005). 

 
The Immortality of Comedy.  Lexington Books, 2005. 
 
A Theory of Modernity.  2005, Chinese Translation. 
 
On the Unresolvability of the Jewish Question.  Mœlt Žs Jšv› , 2004.  (forthcoming English  

translation, CEU Press)  
 

Die Auferstehung des jüdische Jesu.  (Berlin: Philo, 2002)  (Also in Hungarian) 
 
The Time is Out of Joint: Shakespeare as Philosopher of History.  Rowman & Littlefield,  

Lanham, Maryland, 2002. 
 
Pisan Lectures.  In Italian.  2000. 
 
Der Affe Auf dem Fahrrad.  (Autobiography).  (Berlin: Philo, 1999).  (German trans. of  

Hungarian original.  Also Persian and Dutch trans.)  
 

The Concept of the Beautiful, 1999, in Hungarian. 
 
A Theory of Modernity, Blackwell Publishers, Cambridge MA, 1999.  (Also Chinese Trans.). 
 
An Ethics of Personality. Cambridge: Basil Blackwell, 1996. 
 
Ist die moderne lebensfahig? Euopaisches Zentrum Wien: Campus, 1996. 
 
Biopolitica (with F. Feher). Barcelona: Ediciones Peninsula, 1995. 
 
Biopolitics: Public Policy and Social Welfare.  (with F. FehŽr)  European Centre, Vienna, Vol. 15  

(Aldershot, Hants, Avebury, 1994). 
 
A Philosophy of History: In Fragments.  Oxford: Blackwell, 1993. 
 
The Grandeur and Twilight of Radical Universalism (with F. Feher). New Brunswick:  



Transaction, 1990. 
 
Can Modernity Survive? Cambridge, Berkeley, Los Angeles: Polity Press and University of  

California Press, 1990. 
 
From Yalta to Glasnost (The Dismantling of Stalin's Empire) (with F. Feher). Oxford, Boston:  

1990. (Also Hungarian trans.). 
 
A Philosophy of Morals. Oxford, Boston: Basil Blackwell, 1990. 
 
General Ethics. Oxford, Boston: Basil Blackwell, 1989. 
 
The Postmodern Political Condition (with F. Feher). Cambridge, New York: Polity Press  

Columbia University Press, 1989. (Also Spanish trans.). 
 
Beyond Justice. Oxford, Boston, Basil Blackwell, 1988. (Paperback, 1989. Also Italian, Spanish,  

and Hungarian trans.). 
 
Dialéctica de las Formas (El pensamiento estético de la Escuela de Budapest.  Ed. (Barcelona:  

Ediciones Peninsula, 1987). 
 
Eastern Left - Western Left (Freedom, Totalitarianism, Democracy) (with F. Feher). Cambridge,  

New York: Polity Press, Humanities Press, 1987. (Also Serbo-Croation trans.). 
 
Doomsday or Deterrence (with F. Feher). White Plains: M.E. Sharpe, 1986. (Also Spanish and  

Italian trans.). 
 
Reconstructing Aesthetics, editor with F. Feher. Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1986. 
 
Anatomia de la Izquierda Occidental (Spanish trans. of English manuscript), (with F. Feher).  

Barcelona: Ediciones Peninsula, 1985. 
 
Le condizioni della morale (Italian trans. of English original). Roma: Editori Riuniti, Biblioteca  

minima, 1985. 
 
The Power of Shame (A Rationalist Perspective). London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1985.  

(Also Italian and Hungarian trans.). 
 
Critica de la Ilustracion (Las Antinomias Morales de la Razon), (Spanish trans. of English  

essays). Barcelona: Ediciones Peninsula, 1984. 
 
Lukács Revalued, editor. Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1983. (Paperback, 1984). 
 
Dictatorship Over Needs (with F. Feher and G. Markus). Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1983.  

(Paperback, 1984. Also German, Italian, Japanese, Serbo-Croatian, Spanish, and  
Hungarian trans.). 

 
Hungary, 1956 Revisited: The Message of a Revolution A Quarter of a Century After (with F.  

Feher). London, Boston, Sydney: George Allen and Unwin, 1983. (Also Italian, German,  
Spanish, and Hungarian trans.). 

 



Aristoteles y el Mundo Antiguo (Spanish trans. of Hungarian original). Barcelona: Ediciones  
Peninsula, 1983. 

 
A Theory of History. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1982. (Also Italian, Spanish, and  

Serbo-Croation trans.). 
 
Il Simposio di San Silvestro (Italian trans. of Hungarian original). Bologna: Capelli, 1981. (Also  

Serbo-Croatian trans.). 
 
Marxisme et Democratie (French trans. of collected papers with F. Feher). Paris: Maspero, 1981. 
 
Instinto, Agresividad, y Caracter. Barcelona: Ediciones Peninsula, 1980, 2nd ed. 1994. 
 
Per Cambiare la Vita (Italian trans. of theoretical interviews with F. Adornato). Roma: Editori  

Riuniti, 1980, 2nd ed. 1981. (Also Spanish, Portugese, Greek, and German trans.). 
 
Diktatur uber die Bedürfnisse (German trans. of English papers, with F. Feher). Hamburg: VSA- 

Verlag, 1979. 
 
Morale i Revoluzione (Italian trans. of English original, interview with L. Boella and A.  

Vigorelli). Roma: Savelli, 1979. 
 
A Theory or Feelings. Assen: Van Gorcum, 1979. (Also German, Italian, and Spanish trans.). 
 
La teoria, la prassi e i bisogni: la critica della vita quotidiana (Critique of Everyday Life,  

Collected Essays, Italian trans. of English and Hungarian originals). Roma: Savelli, 1978.  
(Also Greek and Spanish trans.). 

 
Die Seele und das Leben (ed. with F. Feher). Frankfurt: Suhrkamp Verlag, 1977. 
 
Philosophie des linken Radikahsmus (German trans. of Hungarian original). Hamburg: VSA  

Verlag, 1978. (Also English (Radical Philosohy), French, Italian, Portugese, Swedish,  
and Serbo-Croation trans.). 

 
Le forme dell'uguglianza (with F. Feher, Italian edition of Hungarian manuscript). Milan:  

Edizione Aut Aut, 1978. 
 
Renaissance Man (English trans. of Hungarian original). London, Boston, Henley: Routledge and  

Kegan Paul, 1978. (American ed. in New York: Schoecken Books, 1981. Also Italian,  
Spanish, German, and Portugese trans.). 

 
On Instincts (English trans. of Hungarian original). Assen: Van Gorcum, 1979. (Also German,  

Italian, Spanish, Greek, and Portugese trans.). 
 
The Humanisation of Socialism (with A. Hegedus et al.), (collected papers trans. from  

Hungarian). London: Allison and Busby, 1976. 
 
Individuum and Praxis (Positionen der Budapester Schule), (collected essays trans. from  

Hungarian, with G. Lukacs et al.). Frankfurt: Suhrkamp Verlag, 1975. 
 
Sociologia della vita cotidiana (Everyday Life), (Italian trans. of Hungarian original). Roma:  



Editori Riuniti, 1975, 2nd ed. 1981. (Also Spanish, German, and Serbo-Croatian, and  
English trans.). 

 
La teoria dei bisogni in Marx (Theory of Needs in Marx), (Italian trans. of Hungarian  

manuscript). Milan: Feltrinelli, 1974, 2nd ed. 1975, 3rd ed. 1976, 4th ed. 1977, 5th ed.  
1978, 6th ed. 1978, 7th ed. 1980. (Also German, French, English, Danish, Greek,  
Japanese, Spanish, Serbo-Croatian, and Hungarian edition in Yugoslavia trans.). 

 
Towards a Marxist Theory of Value. Carbondale: University of Southern Illinois, Telos Books,  

1972. (Also German, Spanish, Italian, and Japanese trans.). 
 
Alltag und Geschiche (Zur sozialistichen Gesellschaftstheorie) (The Selected Papers of Agnes  

Heller). Neiwied, Berlin: Luchterhand Verlag, 1970. (Also Spanish, Portugese, and  
Japanese trans.). 

 
Selected Papers and Articles 
 
Ò911, or Modernity and TerrorÓ in Constellations 9:1; 53-65, March 2002. 
 
ÒA Tentative Answer to the Question: Has Civil Society Cultural Memory?Óin Social Research  

68:4; 1031-1040, Winter 2001. 
 
ÒThe Fake as Joke, Sabotage, Business, and Paradigm: On Sandor RadnotiÕs The FakeÓ in  

Graduate Faculty Philosophy Journal 23:1; 181-189, 2001.  
 

ÒThe Unknown MasterpieceÓ in Maps and Mirrors: Topologies of Art and Politics, Steve 
Martinot, ed.  Northwestern University Press: 2001. 

 
ÒBenjamin: La belleza como idea, El concepto m’stico de lo belloÓ in Constelaciones de la  

Commicación, I.1; 8-15. Buenos Aires: Acerca de Walter Benjamin, 2000. 
 
ÒDas VerhŠltnis von Kultur und Ethik beim jungen Luk‡csÓ  in Lukacs 2000, F. Benseler, W.  

Jung Hrsg.; 135-148. Bielfeld: Aisthesis Verlag, 2000. 
 
ÒKonstituierende Fiktionen der ModerneÓ in Erinnerte Zukunft.  W. Schoeller, H. Bšhme, E.  

Abendroth, Hrsg.,  Reinbek bei Hamburg: Rowohlt Tashenbuch Verlag GmbH, 2000. 
 
ÒGesprŠch mit Simon TorneyÓ in Sinn und Form, 52-2000-5, Akademie der KŸnste, Hrsg.,   

Berlin: Aufbau Verlag, 2000. 
 
ÒA Europa precisa  de um novo RenascimentoÓ in O Património Espiritual da Europa, Manfred  

Buhr and Eduardo Chitas eds., 67-76.  Edicoes Cosmos, Lisbon, 1999. 
 
ÒTradizione e nuovo inizio in Hannah ArendtÓ in Iride, vol.27, Anno XII, 1999. 
 
ÒFriction of Bodies, Friction of MindsÓ in Hermeneutics and Science, M‡rta FehŽr, Olga Kiss,  

and Laszl— Ropolyi eds., Great Britian, Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1999. 
 
ÒUma crise global da civiliza•‰o: os desafios futurosÓ  A crise dos Paradigmes em Ciências  

Sociais Para o SŽculo XXI, 13-32, Contraponto Editora, Ltda., Rio de Janeiro, 1999.  
 



ÒSelf-Representation and the Representation of the OtherÓ in Blurred Boundaries: Migration,  
Ethnicity, Citizenship.  Rainer Baubšck, John Rundell, eds., 341-354, Brookfield,  
Ashgate; England, Ashgate Publishing Limited; European Centre Vienna, Volume 23, 
1998. 

 
ÒEthics in the Contemporary WorldÓ Daimon – Revista de Filosofía. no. 17.  Universidad de  

Murcia, Departamento de Filosof’a, July-December 1998. 
 
ÒWahrheit, Kunst, und DichtungÓ in Die Frage nach der Wahrheit. Ewald Richter ed.,  

Frankfurt am Main, Vittorio Klostermann, 1997. 
 
On Perry AndersonÕs Historical BooksÓ Telos, 124-132.  Saint Louis, Fall 1997. 
 
ÒOn the Genealogy of Morals and ParsifalÓ Inmitten der Zeit, Thomas Grethlein and Heinrich  

Leitner eds., 409-430, 1996. 
 
ÒThe Complexity of Justice: A Challenge to the Twentieth CenturyÓ The Ratio Juris, vol.9: 2,  

138-152, June 1996. Reprinted in Ethical Theory and Moral Practice  3: 247-262.  
Netherlands: Kluwer Academic Publishers, 2000. 

 
ÒEl œltimo estadio de la Historia (Memoria, Rememoraci—n y Bildung: sobre la teor’a de la  

Modernidad en Hegel)Ó  Isegoría no.14.  Madrid, October 1996. 
 
ÒRepieiceu fŸr ein FahrhundertÓ Sinn ünd Form, vol. 4, 469-481, 1995. 
 
ÒModels of the Happy Life and the Good Life TodayÓ Journal für Sozialforschung, vol. 1, 1995. 
 
ÒEine Welt ohne Grosse Ideen ist eine DŸstere WeltÓ  (Interview, Dankeswort/Acceptance  

Speech) Festschrift zur Vergabe des Hannah-Arendt-Preises für politisches Denken an  
Agnes Heller.  Bremen, November 1995.  

 
ÒEuropa braucht eine zweite RenaissanceÓ Das Geistige Erbe Europas.  69-78,  Istituto Italiano  

per GLI Studi Filosofici.  Manfred Buhr (Hrsg.)  Napoli: Vivarium s.r.l., 1994. 
 
ÒNaturalization or Culturalization?Ó (with F. FŽher)  From Aliens to Citizens: Redefining the  

Status of Immigrants in Europe (Rainer Baubšck, ed.)  Vol. 17, 135-147; Aldershot,  
Brookfield, Vermont: Avebury/Ashgate Publishing Company, 1994.  

 
ÒGermania: La guerra che finisce senza paceÓ (with F. FŽher), Mondoperaio, August-
 September 1990. 
 
ÒRipensando e categorie del ÔPoliticoÕÓ Modoperaio, Roma, year 43, 76-84, January 1990. 
 
ÒDecisione come volona e come sceltaÓ Mondoperaio, Roma, year 43, 81-86, July 1990. 
 
ÒLe gloriosi rivoluzioni dellÕEstÓ Mondoperaio, year 43, no.10, 81-91, Roma, 1990. 
 
 ÒUnknown MasterpieceÓ Philosophy and Social Criticism.  Boston, vol.15, no.3, 205-241,1990. 
 
ÒSociology as the Defetishisation of ModernityÓ Globalization, Knowledge and Society.  Martin  

Albrow and Elizabeth King, eds.,  35-35. (Originally published in International Society  



vol.2, no.3, 235-250)  London, Sage Publications, Ltd., 1990.  
 
ÒExistentialism, Alienation, Postmodernism: Cultural Movements as Vehicles of Change in the  

Patterns of Everyday LifeÓ  Postmodern Conditions.  Andrew Milner, Philip Thomson  
and Chris Worth, eds., 1-13.  New York: St. MartinÕs Press, 1990. 

 
ÒFrom Totalitarian Dictatorship through Rechtsstaat to DemocracyÓ (with F. FŽher) Thesis  

Eleven, Melbourne, no. 26, 7-26, 1990. 
 
ÒIl fondatore di scuoleÓ Lettera Internazionale, Roma, Year 6, no. 23, 51-56, 1990. 
 
ÒCan Poetry Be Written After the Holocaust? (On AdornoÕs Dictum)Ó Dialectical Anthropology,  

no. 2, 16-25, New York, Amsterdam, 1990. 
 


