
Study for your Monash
Degree on the Italian

Riviera

GES3260/GYM4260 Cultural
Landscape, Environment and

Sustainability in Italy

Taught November/December 2007 as a 10 day intensive in the
magnificent World Heritage Region of the Cinque Terre,
Liguria.  Ideal for students in the areas of Geography,
Environment and Sustainability, Tourism and European
Studies.  Available as a summer semester unit for 2nd Year
students entering 3rd Year, or for 3rd Year students
completing their studies.  Also Available as a 4th Year Unit in
selected programs.

Take advantage of the unique links built with the region by
staff of GES and the subsidy provided by Monash Abroad.
After study, take advantage of the opportunity to see Europe!

Further Details Overleaf

S
c

h
o

o
l

 o
f

 G
e

o
g

r
a

p
h

y
 a

n
d

 E
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
t

a
l

 S
c

ie
n

c
e



About the Unit

Staff involved in this unit in 2007 are Professor Nigel Tapper
(Coordinator) and Dr Rebekah Brown.  Contact Nigel Tapper to
register your interest in this exciting new study opportunity -
Nigel.Tapper@arts.monash.edu.au

Staffing and
Registration of

Interest

The total cost, including all travel, food and accommodation is
estimated at ~$3,000, minus any subsidy provided by Monash Abroad.
In the past these contributions have proven to be very generous.
Whatever the final cost, it will be a very inexpensive way to get to
europe over the Australian summer while at the same time
undertaking exciting and useful study.

Cost

Students will be accommodated in a hostel in the village of
Manarola, about 20 minutes walk along the famed “Via Dell’
Amore” , a beautiful coastal walk connecting the villages of
Manarola and Riomaggiore.  Alternatively students may take the 2
minute train ride.

Accommodation

Students will make their own way from melbourne to the cinque
terre.  The Cinque terre is best accessed by train either via genova
or pisa.  Assistance in planning travel will be provided by monash
staff. After completion of the field-based component of the unit,
students will be free to explore europe on their own.

Travel

The unit will operate over a 10 day period during the first half of
December, 2007.  There will be a 2-3 hour pre-trip meeting at Monash
during Semester 2, 2007.  Assessable work will be completed in the
field and by the first week of Semester 1, 2008.

Timetable

The unit is based in the small village of Riomaggiore in the Cinque
Terre, Liguria, Italy.  Classes will be held in the Castello (Castle) di
Riomaggiore, at the coastal wildlife sanctuary of Torre Guardiola,
and in the field.

Teaching

Location

GES3260/GYM4260 will be taught on location in the wonderful Parco Nazionale delle
Cinque Terre on the Italian Riviera.  In its World Heritage listing of the area UNESCO
cites the “cultural landscape of high cultural and scenic value … the form and
disposition of small towns ... the shaping of the landscape (and) encapsulation of the
continuous history of settlement over the past millennium.”  Although identified as a
regional environment and cultural landscape worth preserving for future generations,
the Cinque Terre is under huge environmental pressure as a result of 20th  century rural
depopulation, abandonment of agricultural lands, landscape instability, and burgeoning
tourism.  This unit will provide students at both Levels 3 and 4 with unique insight, in a
field-based context, into the integrated regional geography, cultural landscape and
sustainability of this small region.  Problems of integrating tourism and agricultural
objectives while minimising  negative environmental and cultural impacts will be explored,
and possible solutions for regional sustainability proposed.  This unit is being actively
supported by the National Park and there will be unique opportunities for students to
interact with Park management and staff.




