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The language spoken in today’s Israel is a multifaceted and 
fascinating hybrid, based not only Hebrew, but also on mother 
tongues such as Yiddish, argues Assoc Prof Ghil‘ad Zuckermann, 
an Israeli linguist at The University of Queensland, in his recent 
controversial bestseller Israeli, A Beautiful Language 
(Am Oved, Tel Aviv,�December 2008).
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