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Linguists in Uniform traces the history of the making of military linguists in the Japanese language in the 
context of the World War Two and the Pacific War. It presents an overview of the earliest language training at 
military colleges in Australia, New Zealand, Canada, Britain and America; and of the prevailing official attitudes 
regarding the importance of utilising skilled language personnel during wartime. The book provides an insight 
into the valuable work carried out by a special group of men and women in language intelligence beyond 
Australia, in the Southwest Pacific area and during the Occupation of Japan.  

 
Colin Funch joined the Australian Army in 1946 and studied at the RAAF 
Language School in Victoria, before being posted to Japan in the British 
Commonwealth Occupation Forces. Back in Australia, he continued army service 
in the part-time Citizens Military Forces, serving in Intelligence and Linguist units 
in Sydney, Brisbane and Melbourne. After receiving his Commission in 1953, his 
civilian career centred on human resources training and development. 
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