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ECAI in action

As mentioned in previous newsletters Curtin University, La Trobe University, Monash University and the University of New England are working together on a Australia Research Council funded project called 'Internationalising South Asian Scholarly Data' under the auspices of the Electronic Cultural Atlas Initiative (ECAI).  In this edition of the newsletter we thought it would be useful to provide you some practical examples of the new data formats used by the ECAI can augment the research you have undertaken previously and be a key resource for research you undertake in the future. 

Example One: Malaria Survelliance System in Tamil Nadu

http://www.malaria-tn.org/
This ‘map gallery’ link on this website shows the capacity of GIS to analyse relationships between variables. Furthermore the map in the top right hand corner of the map gallery shows how household information, which is not explicitly geographical in nature can indexed or accessed geographicaly.  Software can be downloaded from this website for fuller interactivity and each map can be enlarged by double clicking on each image. 

Example Two: The Salem Witch Trials of 1692 

http://fisher.lib.virginia.edu/projects/salem/
click on link above, then click on “Salem in March 1692: An Animated Presentation of the First

Month.’ Then click on the triangle shaped ‘play’ icon. 

Example Three: Time Map of the Mughal Empire AD 1500 - 1850  (not suitable for modem download as the file is quite large)                                        

http://www.ecai.org/area/images/moghul.avi
Examples two and three details how it is no possible to map movements of people/empires/ideas through time.

We would encourage scholars to consider these formats to extend the analysis, reach and impact of their work through new mapping and geographical indexing systems. You may find the new data formats reveal previously unforseen or underatted patterns in research you have

previously completed. If you are unsure about whether your research is suitable we would still encourage you to contact the project officers; researchers are often surprised about the degree to which many components of their research such as spreadsheets, tables, databases, photo's and images all benefit from the new data formats.  This is particularly the case with primary data/sources on which subsequent analysis is based. For further info on how your research could be augmented by the ECAI and the new data presentation formats please contact the project officers:

Dr Peter Friedlander at La Trobe University: (03) 9479 2064

p.friedlander@latrobe.edu.au (for materials located in South Asia);

Mr Tim Thornton at Monash University: 03 9903 1125

tim.thornton@buseco.monash.edu.au (for materials located in Australia);

Mr Andrew Messner at the University of New England

amessner@metz.une.edu.au (for materials located at all other locations)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wednesday 2nd of May 2pm 

Mills Room, Chancelry, Australian National University.

Asia / Pacific strategic policy and the economic integration of Australia in the region - the India/ Australia trade and  investment relationship

Speaker: Dr. Sanjay Baru, Editor Financial Express, New Delhi

Seminar organised by Australia South Asia Research Centre, Australian National University.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tuesday 15th of May 6pm

Melbourne Town Hall

Global Doubts and Global Solutions

A presentation by Professor Amartya Sen

Nobel laureate and Indian economist Professor Amartya Sen will speak at the Federation Festival’s Alfred Deakin Lectures, sponsored by Monash University. 

Supported by the Public Affairs Division and the Faculty of Business and Economics, Professor Sen will discuss ‘Global Doubts as Global Solutions’ This address will take a multidisciplinary approach to globalisation, drawing attention to issues including global inequalities and environmental neglect. The 1998 Nobel Prize winner in economic science is best know for his work in development economics, particularly on the causes of famine. 

---------------------------------------------------------------

Saturday 26 May 2001

Celebrations: Kobi Jayanti

Bengali Association of Victoria will celebrate Kobi Jayanti  ( birth anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore and other poets from Bengal) on 26 May (Saturday) at South Oakleigh Secondary College, Bakers Road, South Oakleigh. There will be Bengali songs and dances by local  & overseas artists. Ms Sanghamitra Gupta and Mr Abhirup Guhathakurta, two famous Rabindrasangeet singers from Calcutta, India will perform. For tickets and other details please contact Tarun Bhattacharya (tel: 041 900 1716) or Asim Das ( 0419 119 100).

---------------------------------------------------------

Seminar by Sunil Ganguly: 

Date: 29 June 2001

Time:  To be advised

Venue:  To be advised

Sunil is the renowned Bengali author of "Days and Nights in a Forest' and is considered a major Indian Novelist. Sunil  has won several Literary Awards including the prestigious Bankim Award and Sahitya Akademi award. He was nominated as the National Poet in 1979. His work have been translated into almost all Indian Languages. Penguin have published his novel ARJUN,THOSE DAYS and poetry collection City of Memories in English translation. He is at present Associate Editor of the reputed Bengali weekly ‘DESH’, a part of Ananda Bazar Group of Publications.

The Seminar is Presented by Monash Asia Institute in conjunction with the Asia Society

----------------------------------------------------------

23-26  SEPTEMBER  2001

Sixth Women in Asia Conference

Australian National University, Canberra

The Women in Asia Conferences have been held every two years since 1981, and is organised by the Women’s Caucus of the Asian Studies Association of Australia. Participants include academics and students; representatives of non-government organisations and other organisations involved in aid and development; artists and performers; and interested members of the general public. It is a very relaxed and democratic conference which allows a lot of opportunities for networking and getting to know others.

For general information about the conference, including an online

registration form, please visithttp://rspas.anu.edu.au/anthropology/WIA/WIA2001.html 

Further details: andrea.whittaker@anu.edu.au. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Websites of Interest:

The Digital South Asia Library

http://dsal.uchicago.edu/institutions.html

This website The Digital South Asia Library is a global collaborative effort to make important and rare resources available to the  international community. Resources are available via the sites search engine.

Official Publications of South Asia

Government publications related to both pre and post-colonial South Asia

http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/su/southasia/collection.html
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