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Abstract:  The Fifth Buddhist Council (1868-1871) and its Edition of the Tipitaka:  History of the Council and survey of the inscriptions of the Tipitaka at Kuthodaw Pagoda in Mandalay.

The Fifth Buddhist council was held at Mandalay in 1868-1871 under the patronage of King Mindon.  This meeting, held with the objective to preserve the Buddha's doctrine, resulted in an updated edition of the Theravada Canon, Pali Tipitaka. This entire Pali Canon was inscribed on 729 marble slabs which were erected at the Kuthodaw Pagoda in Mandalay.

To date, the meeting of the Fifth Buddhist Council has not been fully investigated and the Tipitaka of the Fifth Council, inscribed on the 729 slabs at the Kuthodaw Pagoda, has not been cataloged.

Considering this, the aims of my thesis will be as follows:

To provide a brief history of Upper Burma and its capital Mandalay during the reign of King Mindon (1852-1878) using all the relevant Western and Burmese sources.

To provide an in-depth history of the Fifth Buddhist Council held at Mandalay from 1868-1871 based on largely unresearched Burmese sources and the relevant Western sources.

To investigate the edition of the Tipitaka of the Fifth Buddhist Council and its inscriptions at the Kuthodaw Pagoda. The research of these inscriptions will be conducted in the following four stages:

1. Initial identification and survey of the 729 marble slabs.

2. Copying of the relevant Pali passages from each slab.

3. Cataloguing of the texts inscribed on all the marble slabs of the pagoda.

4. Comparing the passages with the available edition of the Sixth Council.

The above research has not been performed and, when completed, it will be a basis for further investigation of the Fifth Council's inscriptions of the Tipitaka as well as other similar Buddhist inscriptional sites that still exist throughout Myanmar.

