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Abstract:   The decolonisation of South Asia (beginning with the partition and independence of India in 1947) saw the entry of new nation-states into the community of nation-states.  The ensuing fifty years saw the subcontinent trying to come to terms with this adjustment from colonial polity to independent nation-state.  This process took place on two fronts, internally and externally, domestically and internationally.  The narration of this accommodation - or lack thereof – is contained in the political histories and international relations of South Asia.  This thesis seeks to critically interrogate the construction of those polities, how they negotiated their way through and to political modernity, and how their international interactions have been explained and understood through the prisms of international relations theory.

The thesis is animated by three overarching and related concerns.  Firstly, to examine the very nature of theorising in international relations (IR) and to critically appraise how this has helped or hindered in addressing the issues that are central to South Asian polities - the maintenance of political stability and the peaceful negotiation of cultural (specifically ethnic, racial and religious) difference.  It is argued that traditional theorising (in IR as well as the parent and cognate areas of political science and historiography) has defined political agency restrictively. This has circumscribed the way in which the people, states and region of South Asia as a whole has been brought within the province of the "political" both at home and abroad.

This thesis seeks to broaden the concept of the "political" by turning to the work of a group of Indian historiographers, Subaltern Studies.  The epistemological and methodological fruits of Subaltern Studies' historical project has had very little influence in IR theory and the discipline's ventures into and accounting of the Third World.  This thesis aims to rectify that lack and to test the productivity of the concepts of subaltern agency and subalternity in a political context, domestically, regionally and ultimately internationally.  Fundamentally, the intention is to use these concepts to examine present-day politics in an historically-informed manner.

The thesis ends with a consideration and exploration of the internationalisation of both subalternity and South Asia.  Meaning, how do subaltern groups on the national and regional level negotiate an entry into international and transnational spaces?  (The work of Gayatri Spivak is crucial here, and one of the curiosities that the thesis will probe is the absence of inclusion and consideration of Spivak's work in the discipline of IR.)  Another aspect of the internationalisation of subalternity is evident in the cross-border migrations of non-Western peoples to the Western world.  Of special interest here, is the creation of South Asian diasporic communities in the West and the roles they play in both their original and new homes, the effects they have on the relations between the countries that house these old and new abodes.

