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Abstract:  Greek perceptions of India before Alexander the Great.

My research involves an analysis of ancient Greek texts describing aspects of “India”.  The purpose of my research is to try and gauge how India was represented in Classical Greek thought.  While archaeological evidence is available for contact between the Mediterranean and the Indus Valley civilisation in the Bronze Age, and for trade links with the later Roman Empire, my approach revolves around the examination of extant and fragmentary Greek writings which describe details of Indian geography, people, flora and fauna.  

The sources for the Greek writers’ works vary from direct observation to travellers’ tales.  The chronological framework of my research begins with the first known author of an Indian “report” in the 6th century BC, and continues to the 3rd century BC with the writings of Alexander the Great’s historians. The geographical framework of my research is pertinent to the Greek understanding of “India”, the area immediately adjoining the length of the Indus River.  From my research to date, it appears that the descriptions of “India” reflect a limited understanding of the culture and is described in terms of fantastic phenomena.  Some scholars argue that some, if not all, ethnographic descriptions come from India’s own mythology.  By attending the workshop on South Asian Studies, I hope to gain a broader understanding of this research area in order to fully address the “India” of ancient Greece’s imagination.

