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Abstract:   The study intends to investigate the relationship between language learning strategies and the personality types of Sri Lankan learners of English as a second language in school contexts (Yr 12). It has been established by research that language-learning strategies are central to learning a second language. It has also been established that personality is an important factor that affects the strategy choices of second language learners. Therefore, a thorough understanding of any existing relationship between personality types and language-learning strategies will invariably provide insights to facilitate second language instruction and help learners choose strategies that better suit them. It is also expected that any results obtained in this study will have an ethno specific value and will contribute to the research done in the area of second language learning and teaching in Sri Lanka. 900 year twelve students, belonging to Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim ethnic groups were selected as the subjects for the study; the sample comprised 150 males and 150 females from each ethnic group. The study adopted a complementary combination of qualitative and quantitative research methods utilising three instruments: a Language Learning Strategy Inventory (LLSI), a personality test (Eysenck Personality Questionnaire), and semi-structured group interviews. 

