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Abstract:   Words as Weapons: the RSS and the rewriting of Indian History.

My thesis will examine the nature and consequences of the attempts made by the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) to alter Indian curriculum. Central to this thesis is the premise that these attempts constitute one of the most ambitious efforts so far to realise the goal of the various, interrelated groups which constitute the Hindutva movement: the creation of a ‘Hindu Rashtra’, an Indian state in which non Hindus are relegated to second class status.  I will be looking specifically at the ‘National Curriculum Framework’ of the BJP, the centrepiece of which is the removal and/or rewriting of sections of Indian history textbooks to reflect and support the version of history that the ideology of the Hindutva movement rests upon.

The consequences of such revisionism are grim. Efforts by the RSS and its affiliates to promote their version of Indian history, one which paints Muslims as violent invaders, intent on destroying sacred Hindu sites and unworthy to be considered Indian, has resulted not only in communal tension and distrust but violent rioting on a large scale, erupting in 1992 with the destruction by Hindu extremists of the Babri Masjid in Ayodhya, and evidenced most recently in Gujarat. 

The NCF represents an erosion of the principle of secular education advocated by Nehru and enshrined in the Indian Constitution. As well as discussing the history and ideological basis of the RSS/BJP, the contents of the NCF, attempts to implement it and the opposition it has been met with, I will look at the origins and level of the apparent decline in support for Nehruvian ideals such as secular education. 

