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Abstract:   Local Community Participation in the Protection of Forests in India.

This thesis will analyse community participation in forest management in India. The focus in on Sanjay Gandhi National Park (SGNP), located in the busy commercial metropolis of Mumbai. The main hypothesis is whether community participation in the management of SGNP is the optimal means of protecting natural resources and cultural heritage. The alternative hypothesis will also be explored: namely that removal of the large community of squatters in SGNP is the best way of solving the long-term sustainability of the national park as a heritage site. The current approach by the Mumbai authorities is to reject participatory management. It is argued that the encroachers in SGNP are recent arrivals from rural India and as such do not have the strong connection with the park as is true of ‘original inhabitants and custodians’ in other parks in India.

The thesis will analyse the theoretical dimension of participatory environmental management, including issues of community, gender, power relations and property rights. In addition, the case will be analysed with respect to the effect of differing definitions of the environment and environmental protection, the legislation and objectives of current environmental protection at the state and national level and the role of stakeholders involved in the conflict including the government, non-governmental organisations and the judiciary.
