1
1

Title: Mr
First Name: Lyell

Last Name: Wilson
Institution: Monash University

Department: Faculty of Arts

School: Humanities Communications and Social Sciences
Discipline: Sociology
Email: Lyell.Wilson@arts.monash.edu.au

Supervisor details: Dr Parimal Roy. Parimal Roy
Abstract:   A Comparative Analysis of the Social Construction of Identity Between Indigenous Australia and Tribal India.

The research aims to investigate the social obligations and identity formation among Australian Aboriginal and Adivasi peoples from tribal India. Aborigines and Adivasis have experienced colonisation from the British, and now face new forms of colonisation from fellow Australians and Indians. Both peoples have experienced problems of assimilation and persecution from colonising groups.

The particular focus of the research is an examination of past and contemporary social obligations and identity formation within both societies and cultures.  For the purpose of this research social obligations will be defined as the following: gift giving, sibling responsibility, sharing, marriage, betrothal, initiation, payments and reciprocity. These important constructs are “social shapers” and are the basis of indigenous identity. I propose to investigate each of these elements in the context of the particular and unique characteristics of the cultures. The research aims to demonstrate that as an individual's social location changes from remote-rural to urban, so social obligations are redefined, and these in turn impact on identity formation.

Much has been written about both societies. However, to date there has been very little done of a comparative nature between the two communities. Additionally there has been very little research done on the construction of indigenous identity within these two societies. The tribal person is typically construed by Indian society and by academics to be of two types; those that have been subjected to some form of education, often referred to as Hinduisation, and those that live in their traditional/remote areas with little or no formal education. Conversely in Australia there is the separation between tradition-oriented remote communities and urban groups.

Both Indian and other scholars have written extensively on Indian Tribal communities.  Much of this literature is descriptive in nature and draws on census data or socio-historical. A number of the available studies are written from a conflict theoretical perspective, drawing on the works of Karl Marx and Max Weber. Others adopt either an economic or developmental perspective and tend to depict social and economic change as socially progressive.

Australian literature relating Aborigines takes on a clear historical or anthropological slant. Often this literature is couched in revisionist history or based on ethnographic accounts. In both instances, however, the research embodies ‘outsider’ interpretations of Australia’s indigenous society.
