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Abstract:  Human Gene Code – Privacy Issue-The courts answer?
The draft map of the human genetic code promises great progress in medicine and science. But it could also create adverse impact on people’s basic rights as people are denied jobs, credit and insurance. The inconsistencies of   privacy laws permit widespread dissemination of the most intimate details about a person, possibly in the future, any risk of genetic disease. Legal developments are a bit behind scientific development. It is often said what computers were for the 20th century genetics is for the 21st century.

 The answer is not to shut down research on genetics. The answer is for the respective countries like, Australia, USA and other Asian countries, to enact effective Privacy Laws. There has been a huge development in the fields of genetic science, which has a bearing in our everyday life. But the discoveries could be crucial and cause certain problems. No law in Australia expressly bars employers from refusing to hire or deciding to fire employees with genetic risk, or prevents employers from snooping into employees' genetic profiles.

In the future, people's most personal information may be used against them without their consent or knowledge.

Our health insurance company could share our medical records with our banks.  A bank officer might look at our most personal medical information when deciding whether to issue a credit card or home loan. Now think what those same financial conglomerates would do with a customer's genetic profile. Future genetic medical treatments might be discriminatory towards the poor and chances are when gene therapies invade the market, they're likely to be marketed to   the rich, and denied to the working middle class.

It is important that mankind and scientific development progress as genetic mapping technique could prove as valuable to humanity as the discovery of antibiotics and surgery painkillers were, in past generations. It is vital that legislatures take active steps to protect the most fundamental of human rights: Privacy.

We have to be aware as human genetics eliminates one kind of risk another is right round the corner. My thesis is an attempt to analyse the fairness of using genetic information by insurers, employers, courts, schools, adoption agencies and the like. And how as responsible societies we can bring a balance between scientific developments and social risks with long-term benefits: Wise or Other wise. And also to explore the complex legal and regulatory issues that is posed by the new technology and suggest practical solutions focussing on the legal regimes in Australia, UK and, US of A. This area is earmarked as lacking sufficient legal protection in developed and developing countries alike though Australian Law Reform Commission and the Australian Health Ethics Committee are actively involved in this issue.

