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Abstract:   Women's reproductive health care-seeking behaviour in Bangladesh.

Reproductive health (RH) is currently a topic of great public health concern in Bangladesh, a small south Asian country with nearly 130 million people in its 147570 sq km area. Following the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) in 1994, the need for comprehensive and integrated approach of reproductive health services has increasingly been realized in Bangladesh. High maternal mortality (4.3 per 1,000 live births) and fertility (3.3 per woman) along with low women's autonomy contribute to poor maternal and child health outcome and thus, in turn, affect the family health. Furthermore, there is evidence to suggest that women suffer from reproductive health morbidities for a long time, may be because of their 'culture of silence' or traditional norms of not seeking care for particular health problems related to sexuality and reproductive health. Thus, women are more vulnerable than men in relation to reproductive health matters.

In Bangladesh, research and programme traditionally focused on women only in family planning where the several other components of RH like RTI/STDs, obstetric and gynecological problems, mal-nutrition are not adequately addressed so far. To design and implement a comprehensive package of good quality RH services based on women’s needs, there is a growing demand for information on reproductive health of women. According to the ICPD programme of action, a reproductive health approach means that women and men will have the ability to regulate their fertility, women are able to undergo pregnancy and child birth safely, obstetric and gynaecological problems are addressed, and couples are able to enjoy sexual relations free from fear of pregnancy and contacting disease.  In the context of Bangladesh, the proposed study will focus on  components of women’s RH that includes obstetric and gynaecological complains, problems associated with reproductive tract infections and clinical contraceptives, and the care seeking behaviour of women for such illness. Women's perception of reproductive health matters and accessibility to RH services will also be assessed.

