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Abstract:   Post-Taliban Afghanistan: The viability of political, economic and social reconstruction.

Following more than two decades of turmoil in Afghanistan, international efforts after October 2001 secured the collapse of the Taliban government and provided the basis for plans to reconstruct the country. A conference in Bonn in early December 2001 produced an agreement among Afghan leaders for a framework of reconstruction. The Afghan Interim Authority constituted the first component of a three-stage plan to provide political, economic and social recovery. The strategy of gradual progress endorsed at Bonn offers the promise of a stable future for Afghanistan through the creation of a viable state structure. However, current conditions suggest that the reconstruction of Afghanistan will be a difficult process. An understanding of Afghanistan’s needs during the recovery period and experience from previous contexts of post-conflict reconstruction reveal significant obstacles to successful Afghan reconstruction. Afghanistan’s recent history of state collapse, warlordism and ethnic rivalries poses significant problems for reconstruction. Concerns such as the provision of internal security, the reintegration of former refugees and demobilised combatants, the allocation of limited financial resources and the accommodation of factional interests have gained salience during recent months. Reconstruction efforts will therefore need to remain sensitive to the realities of Afghanistan. Although difficulties are likely to endure, the success of Afghan reconstruction is essential. The experiences of the past decade have shown that although the costs Afghanistan of reconstruction are considerable, the costs of failure are far greater.

