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Abstract:  In recent years there has been a renewed interest in the role of common property rights in the management of common pool resources such as forests and fisheries. Bangladesh, which has one of the world’s most diverse inland fishing environments including rivers, inland lakes (haors), ox-bow lakes (baors), ponds (pukur) and water depressions (beels), has a long history, which continues to the present day, of conflict and cooperation in the access of diverse fishing interests to common pool resources. This paper draws on on-going ethnographic fieldwork to examine the past and present status of common property rights among inland fishers of Bangladesh. It focuses on the indigenous Hindu Kaibartta fishing community of the northeast flood plain region and discusses their historical and present-day relationship to other local and national actors such as the state, recent Muslim entran ts into fishing, farmers and local elites. It explores Kaibartta and other local fishers’ views and practices regarding the sustainable and equitable management of local fishing grounds.The research methodology includes participant observation, interviewing, case studies, archival and oral historical sources. Fieldwork began in 2000 and will be completed by mid-2002. Expected outcomes include a PhD thesis, refereed articles and policy proposals for co-management of fisheries resources.

