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Abstract:  City is considered as an important agent of modernization in the context of development of western countries. Unlike to the western cities, Third World cities are explained from two contradictory visions. In the first vision the cities are seen as ‘beach-heads’, centres of modernization, which act as the catalysts for economic growth, the centres from which the benefits of modernization flow outwards to revitalize the stagnating agriculture sector. In the other vision the cities are seen as ‘enclaves’ surrounded by a hostile peasantry in which foppish elites play luxurious games with the power and wealth they have inherited or created since independence. Though both visions have ideological overtones, it is true that Third World cities are currently facing the pressure of destitute poor migrants. Like other Third World cities Dhaka is extremely facing the pressure of overwhelming population in recent decades. The annual growth rate of population of Dhaka City during 1974-200 was 6.9 per cent, which was the highest among all metropolises in the world; as such United Nations called it ‘exceptional growth’. During 2000-2015 the population is expected to grow at 3.6 per cent annual growth rate and reaching a total population of 21.1 million at the end of the projected period. As the rapid growth of population is not commensurate with its industrial and infrastructure development, significant portions of the city population are living bellow the poverty line. Extreme unequal distribution of land, housing and other urban facilities make the poverty situation more acute. About one third of the city population who are destitute poor migrants are living in slums and squatters, which can be found in such low-lying areas as ditch embankment and on the edges of lakes, rivers, sewers and railways tracks. Since the poor are mostly illiterate and have not any type of vocational training, they have no access to urban formal sectors. They are mostly involved in self-managed low paid jobs of urban informal sectors like street selling and other petty retailing, repair and personal services, crafts and other manufacturing, construction work and transport services. The rates of income, wage and productivity are very low among the poor migrants. As most of the settlements are on the private land the landowners frequently evict them. The urban poor have very limited access to urban services like safe water, electricity, gas supply, toilet facilities and garbage disposal. The quality of these services is found to be very poor and supply remains highly irregular and inadequate. The health situation of the poor is extremely precarious which is caused mainly by unhealthy and unsanitary residential environment in which the poor live, the inadequate and poor food intake with resulting malnutrition and lower disease resistance levels and their unhygienic personal health practice due to lack of education and information. Social structure of the poor settlements is to some extent different from the larger urban society. Matrifocal families are emerging in these settlements due to higher number of separations of wives from their husbands, broken marriages and widowhood. Kinship pays significant role in the social life of the slum dwellers. The informal power structure of the poor settlements is complex and depends very much on outside influence as well as inside strength. Groupings, factionalism and feeds are the characteristics of the slum dwellers. Social and economic insecurity along with the beliefs in fatalism cause them to depend on shrines. Yet, living into the urban environment has a definite impact on social and cultural life of the slum population. Persisting poverty situation does not create any sub-cultural feelings among the slum dwellers as they are not mentally and psychologically hostile to the larger society and they don’t keep them aloof from participating in major urban institutions. They are desperate to change their present marginal position through working hard. But due to lack of resources and less access to the competitive urban labour market they cannot change their present marginal positions. Moreover, the urban government mainly serves the interests of the urban bourgeoisie as well as urban middle class and they take little initiative to make the poor as an integral part of the city.  In fact, the persisting poverty and marginality of the urban poor is caused not due to the disorganized nature of culture of themselves rather it is created by the existing socio-economic and political systems of the country. 

