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Abstract:  Indian Asceticism and Hindu Nationalism in contemporary India.

The concern of my thesis was with clarifying some of the cultural assumptions upon which the study of Indian asceticism and Hindu Nationalism are generally based, which enforce the separation of politics from religion.

Research for my thesis was carried out in North India and Nepal over a period exceeding 18 months with a group of Indian ascetics and Hindu nationalist politicians. Methodologies employed included participant-observation, formal interviews and conference attendance.

