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Abstract:  This thesis analysed the effects of economic reform policies on agriculture, and agricultural trade in India and Pakistan. This research examined the theoretical aspects of economic reforms in the context to improve the technical efficiency and to boost productivity growth in agricultural sector. It assessed agricultural export performance as results of export diversification, competitiveness and openness, and analyse the import demand for agricultural products. Most of the previous studies have focused on the analysis of the effects of economic reforms on industrial, trade and financial sectors to improve productivity and to increase competitiveness, while the effects of reforms on agriculture and allied sectors have not been adequately investigated in India and Pakistan. This study attempted to partially fill the void in the economic research.

The results indicated that the economic reforms/liberalisation have significant impact on the total factor productivity in the Indian agriculture, while the effects are not significant in case of Pakistan.

The analytical findings suggested that domestic (economic) policy reforms affecting supply-side performance have a positive impact on the agricultural export performance, and the influence of world demand for agricultural products fail to translate into higher agricultural export demand.

The analysis showed a moderate impact of economic reforms/liberalisation on the import demand for agricultural products and most of the demand equations hold 

LeChaterlier principle.

