
Women’s Political Thought in Europe 1700-1800 

Wednesday, 25 August 2010 

5:00 pm Welcome Reception & Drinks 

Thursday, 26 August 2010 

Women’s Political Thought to 1789 – France, Germany, England 

9:15 am to 11:00 am 

Karen Green 

Opening Address 

Felicia Gordon 

Performing Citizenship: Marie Madeleine Jodin (1741-1790) – Enacting Diderot 

and Rousseau’s Dramatic and Ethical Theories 

Paul Gibbard 

Octavie Belot’s Criticism of Rousseau’s Second Discourse 

11:00 am to 11:15 am Coffee Break 

11:15 am to 1:00 pm 

Hilda Smith  

‘Plain Sheep’s Skin’ and ‘Bedaubed with Diamonds’: Mary Wortley Montagu on 

Central and Eastern Europe 

Katrina O’Loughlin  

‘Whigissima’: Lady Mary Wortley Montagu’s Travelling Polemic 

1:00 pm – 2:30 pm Lunch Break 

2:30 pm to 4:30 pm 

Sybille Kershner  

‘Reasons which keep the female gender from studying’ -  Dorothea Christiane 

Erxleben (1715-1762) 

Lisa Curtis-Wendlandt  

No Right to Resist? Elise Reimarus’ Freiheit (1791) and the Question of Civil 
Disobedience  

Helen Pringle  

Schwärmerei, Enchantment and Reason: Elisa von der Recke in the 
Enlightenment  

4:30 pm to 4:45 pm Coffee Break 

4:45 pm to 6:30 pm 

Antoinette Curtin  

The Politics of Beauty: From Mary Delarivière Manley to Mary Wollstonecraft 

Jing-Fen Su  

Delarivière Manley’s The New Atalantis (1709): A Menippean Satire on Party 

Politics 



 

Friday, 27 August 2010 

The French Revolution and Beyond 

9:15 am to 11:00 am  

Katharina von Hammerstein 

‘Au bonheur de tous’: Sophie Mereau-Brentano on (Gender) Politics in the 

French Revolution and American Republic 

Steven Kale 

Did Restoration Salonnières Have Political Opinions? 

11:00 am to 11:15 am Coffee Break 

11:15 am to 1:00 pm 

Nancy Kendrick  

Friendship and Friendlessness 

Erica Manucci  

Marie-Armande Gacon-Dufour, a Radical Intellectual at the Turn of the 18th 

Century 

1:00 pm – 2:30 pm Lunch Break 

2:30 pm to 4:15 pm 

Calogero Alberto Petix  

A Public Role for Women in a New Secular Welfare State. The Feminist 

Commitment of Etta Palm d’Aelders in the French Revolution Debate 

Ulrika Björk 

Making the World One’s Own: Romantic Cosmopolitanism and the Varnhagen 
Salon 

4:15 pm to 4:30 pm Coffee Break 

4:30 pm to 6:15 pm 

Riccardo Baldissone  

Exposing the Modern Synecdoche: Olympe de Gouges and the Rights of Blacks 

and Women 

Beatrice Fabbri  

Olympe de Gouges: The Heritage of a ‘Dangerous’ Intellectual During the 19th 

and the First Half of the 20th Century 

 



 

Saturday, 28 August 2010 

Wollstonecraft and other Women Thinkers 

9:15 am to 11:00 am  

Stefano Zen  

Maria Gaetana Agnesi (1718-1799): Pedagogical Ideas and Religiosity in 

Enlightenment Italy 

Marianna D’Ezio  

Wollstonecraft’s Reception in Italy and Female European Networks 

11:00 am to 11:15 am Coffee Break 

11:15 am to 1:00 pm 

Karen Green 

Macaulay and Barbauld as Mid-Century Republicans 

Lesa Ní Mhunghaile  

‘Doing an acceptable service to my country’: Political Thought in Charlotte 

Brooke’s Reliques of Irish Poetry (1789) 

1:00 pm – 2:30 pm Lunch Break 

2:30 pm to 4:30 pm 

Jill Graper Hernandez  

Early Feminist Theodicy: Political Evils and the Feminine 

Mary Caputi 

Macaulay, Wollstonecraft, and ‘The Manly Virtues’ 

Sandrine Berges  

Reason Nipped in the Bud: Freedom and Education in the Vindication of the 

Rights of Woman 

4:30 pm to 4:45 pm Coffee Break 

4:45 pm to 6:30 pm 

Jeanette Ehrmann  

Women’s Subordination, Slavery and Colonialism -  On the Tension between 

Central Concepts in Mary Wollstonecraft’s Political Thought 

Federica Falchi  

The Ideas of Mary Wollstonecraft’s: Past and Future 

8:00 pm Conference Dinner 

 



 

Sunday, 29 August 2010 

…Wollstonecraft and other Women Thinkers Continued…. 

9:15 am to 11:00 am  

Maria Luísa Ribeiro Ferreira  

Mary Wollstonecraft, William Godwin and  J. J. Rousseau  as Predecessors of a 

Gender Theory 

Lena Halldenius  

The Phenomenological Content of Dependence. A Political Reading of Mary 

Wollstonecraft’s Novels 

11:00 am to 11:15 am Coffee Break 

11:15 am to 1:15 pm 

Martina Reuter 

Wollstonecraft’s Critique of Separate Virtues 

Zefiryna Żegnałek  

Mary Wollstonecraft’s and Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s Views on Political 

Community 

Karen Green 

Closing remarks 

 


