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Abstract

The middle Ming Dynasty — from Jiajing (1522-
1566) to early Wanli (1573-1620) — was a period
that witnessed a centralisation of government
power into the hands of Grand Secretariat within
the central government. In memorandums
presented to the thrones by government officers,
one can see hot discussions on traditional form
of the Grand Secretariat, or the Grand
Secretariat system of the Ming in its early years,
namely, Hongwu (1369 — 1398) and Yongle
(1403 — 1424) period. Were these discussions a
reflection of the criticism against the power
centralisation by the Grand Secretariat?

This article attempts to explore the original
purpose of the Grant Secretariat system of the
Ming Dynasty and understand the true meaning
of the discussions through an analysis of the
views expressed by some important political
figures of the time.
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