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Interpreting St Francis and St Clare in a multi-religious society: 
from the middle ages to the present 

 
A conference celebrating the 800th anniversary of the founding of the Franciscan Order 1209-2000, 
organized by the Centre for Studies in Religion and Theology, Monash University and Yarra 
Theological Union, Melbourne College of Divinity, to be held at the Study Centre, Yarra Theological 
Union, 98 Albion Rd, Box Hill, Victoria 3128. 
 
 
Programme 
 
Thursday 19 November  Frewin Room, St Mary’s College, 871 Swanston St, Parkville 
 
5.45-7.15  Public lecture, in association with the Allan & Maria Myers Academic Centre, 

St Mary’s and Newman Colleges, The University of Melbourne 
 

Jacques Dalarun (CNRS, Paris): 
In the eyes of each other: Clare and Francis of Assisi 

 
 
 
Friday 20 November  Study Centre, YTU, 98 Albion Rd, Box Hill 
 
8.30-9.00 Registration 
 
9.00-10.00  Michael Cusato ofm (St Bonaventure’s, NY): Turpe lucrum, stercor, capitale: 

The Evolving Relationship of the Friars Minor to Money in the Thirteenth 
Century 

 
10.00-10.30  Anne M. Scott (UWA): The Enigma of ‘Lady Poverty’ – beautiful ideal or 

loathsome hag? 
 
 
10.30-11.00  Coffee and viewing of Codex Sancti Paschalis 
 
 
11.00-12.30  Anne Holloway (Melbourne) and Anna Welch (MCD): Fashioning the 

Founder: Constructions of Communal Identity in the Order of Preachers and 
Order of Lesser Brothers in the 13th and 14th centuries 

 
 Janice Pinder (Monash): Interpreting Francis among the urban lay religious 

groups of  thirteenth-century Northeastern France 
 
 Lauren Meaney (Sydney): Voluntary poverty – the path from Francis to heresy 
 
12.30-2.00pm  lunch and viewing of Codex Sancti Paschalis 
 
2.00-3.30  Julie Ann Smith (Sydney): Observing the Holy Gospel: The Formation of a 

Female Franciscan Vocation 
 
 Robert Curry (Sydney): Clarist double monasteries in East Central Europe 
 
 Peta Hills osc (Campelltown): Poverty and Franciscan Identity in the Form of 

Life of Clare of Assisi: Bethlehem Monastery as an example. 
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3.30-4.00  Tea and viewing of Codex Sancti Paschalis 
 
 
4.00-5.30   Rina Lahav (Monash):  Experience in Between – Mystical Instruction from 

Gilbert of Tournai ofm to Isabelle of France 
 
 Judith Collard (Dunedin): Matthew Paris and the Franciscans 
 
 Hugh Hudson (Melbourne): From Assisi to Melbourne: Fra Pietro Teutonico’s 

Nativity; Crucifixion reliquary diptych in the National Gallery of Victoria  
 
6.00  YTU end of academic year mass, followed by supper for members and friends 

of YTU, to which conference members are invited. 
 
 
 
Saturday 21 November Study Centre, YTU, 98 Albion Rd, Box Hill 
 
9.00-10.30  Cal Ledsham (CTC, MCD) and Constant J. Mews (Monash): After Aquinas: 

Franciscan thinking on charity, practical theology, and salvation 1280-1320 
 
 Claire Renkin (YTU, MCD): Visualising Spiritual Intimacy in the Franciscan 

Tradition: An Image from a German Fifteenth-Century Life of St Clare 
 
 Patrick Colbourne ofm Cap.: The Change of Heart in John Pili of Fano, 

Capuchin Friar (1496-1539) 
 
 
10.30-11.00  Coffee 
 
 
11.00-11.50  Maurice Carmody (Nelson, NZ): The Franciscan Brotherhood: Reform, 

Division and the Observant Path to the Antipodes 
 
11.50-12.30  Jim Fitzgerald ofm (Melbourne) and Dianne Reilly (Melbourne): Patrick 

Bonaventure Geoghegan: A Franciscan in Early Melbourne 
 
 
12.30-1.30  lunch 
 
 
1.30-2.30  Briege O’Hare osc: Poor Clares: From Australia to Bandit Territory 
 
2.30-3.00  Josephine Rush fmic: Contemporary Interfaith Experience in a Franciscan 

Context: St Clare’s School, Heliopolis, Cairo 
 
 
3.00-3.30  tea 
 
 
3.30-5.00  Round table discussion, chaired by Helen Granowski 
 
 Ted Witham (TSSF): How St Francis provides a basis for the spirituality of 

contemporary Anglican Tertiaries 
 
 Sarah Menassa (JPIC, Sydney): Contemporary interpretations of the 

Franciscan message: Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation 


